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The  City  of 

NORTH  TONAWANDA 

Compiled  and  Edited  by 
CHARLES  R.  FLEISCHMAN 


HPHERE  is  no  official  history  of  the  City  of  North  Tonawahda.  The  farther  we 
are  removed  by  time,  from  the  original  sources,  the  more  difficult  it  becomes  to 
obtain  reliable  information  concerning  events  which  have  historical  importance. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  compile  such  a  record  for  posterity,  but  each 
try  was  wholly  incomplete.  One  Historian  said,  "A  people  unmindful  of  their  past 
are  unworthy  of  their  future."  The  hardy  pioneers,  imbued  with  the  spirit  that  made 
America  great,  came  here  to  fold  back  the  wilderness  and  carve  a  niche  in  world 
history  that  deserves  a  belter  fate.  They  endured  hunger,  loneliness,  storms,  wintry 
cold,  attacks  by  Indians  and  deprived  themselves  of  the  security  of  society,  comforts 
of  home  and  the  advantages  of  church  and  school. 

The  sources  of  information  are:  United  States  History,  Niagara  County  History, 
Erie  County  History,  Town  Records,  newspaper  files  and  interviews  with  old  resi- 
dents, descendants  of  the  village  fathers. 
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CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE 


Committee         TOP  ROW:    'Pop*  Ramsay,  Charles  Fleischman,  Stanley  Turecki 
SECOND  ROW:    Raymond  Kissel,  Andrew  Gabel,  Clive  Holmes 
BOTTOM  ROW:   Stanley  Rados,  John  Vc-qt,  Jr. 
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NIAGARA  SAVINGS  t  LOAN  ASSOCIATION 
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INSURED^  Protection 
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NORTH  TONA WANDA 


PROGRAM 


JUNE  29th  -  JULY  5th 


TUESDAY ,  JUNE  29th 


PARADE  (  Largest  Parade  in  the  History  of 

the  Torawandas) 
RETURN  OF  GRAVEL 

CROWNING  OF  THE  CENTENNIAL  QUEEN 
TEEN  DANCE 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  30th 


RAIN  DATE  for  TUESDAY'S  EVENTS 


THURSDAY,  JULY  1st 


MERCHANTS  NIGHT 

Refreshments  and  Rides 
FREE  Prizes  for  all 
Drawings  at  various  stores 
Aucton 
Sidewalk  Sale 

Centennial  Wooden  Nickels 


FRID  VY,  JULY  2nd 


YOUTH  GAMES  at  Delaware  Bridge 
LEON  THE  AMAZING  ESCAPE  ARTIST 
ORGAN  CONCERT 
CART  RACE 


SUNDAY,  JULY  4th 


DEDICATION    OF  RIVER  FRONT  PARK 
Refreshments  and  games 
Placing  of  Marker 
Band  Concert 

Awarding  Winners  of  "Guess  Name 

of  Park" 

Awarding  Winners  of  Beard  Contest 


MONDAY,  JULY  bth 


GAMES  FOR  BOYSAND  GIRLS 
GAMES  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
ACCORDIAN  CONCERT 
TALK  BY  REV.  MOLDEN AUER 
FIREWORKS  AT  DUSK 
DANCE  AT  SV  IMMING  POOL 


1865  -  1965 


COLUMBUS  McKINNON  CORPORATION 

A  Part  of  the  Tonawandas 
for  Over  50  Years 
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„  <ie  K-leist 
Eugcnc  de 

1907-8 


Albert  E.  McKecn 
1897 


Jacob  Y.  S 
1898 


•neaton 


Coofce  0|„ 
1899-1902 


Henry  Smoyer 
1903-4 


OF  THE  CITY  OF 

NORTH  TONA WANDA 

NEW  YORK 


John  E.  Wallace 
1936-37  1940-43 


James  P.  MacKenzie 
1905-6  1926-27 


Louis  T.  Fiek 
1909-12 


Myles  W.  Joyce 
1938-39  1944- 


Samuel  W.  Brown 
1933-4 


John  A.  Kafter 
1913-14 


Benjamin  L.  Rand 
1915-18 
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Carl  F.  Drewes 
1919-25 


Robert  R-  P»»e»  „ 
1928-31  1934-3, 


WE  GRFW  TflfiFTUFD 

ffC  UllEff  lUUEInElt 

and  still  GROWING ! 

NORTH  TON  AW  AND  A 

BORN  1865 
100th  ANNIVERSARY 

A  thriving  community  built 
by  men  of  courage  with  the 
Future  steadfast  in  their  minds 

TON  AWAN  DA 

IN M       &  irJ — — >^^/ 

BORN  1880 
A  BRIGHT  FUTURE 

Featuring  a  continued  growth 
and  expansion  in  a  prosperous 
and  ever  growing  community 

Official  Newspaper  For  The  Cities  ( 

)f  North  Tonawanda  and  Tonawanda 

Congratulations 


To  O  ur  Sister  City  On  It's  100th  Anniversary 


8 


9 


THOMAS  J. 

CHARLES  CHIPS 

CHIPS 

1  lb.  Potato  Chips   90 

i             1  lb.  Party  Waffles   95 

1  lb.  Bar-B-Q's   1.00 

1  lb.  Onion  and  Garlic                                   1  00 
1  lb.  Smoked  Hickory  Chips   1.00 

HOFFMAN  INf 

535  NIAGARA 

PRETZELS 

TONAWANDA 

1  1/2  lb.  Thin  Pretzels   95 

1  1/2  lb.  Unsalted  Pretzels                           1  00 

1  1/2  lb.  Cheese  Pretzels   1.00 

2  lb.  Pretzel  Stick   95 

4  1/2  lb.  Thin  Pretzels  2.40 

Can  deposit  .  .  small  30£  Large  75£ 

OTHER  TASTY  SNACKS 

MSTQIPUTA9S  AT 
•rftf  #  iff  w  f  if  no  yip 

IROQUOIS  BAVARIAN'S 
AN* 

TOMAHAWK  AVE 

6  oz.  Cheese  Twi sties   39 

6  oz.  Carmel  Corn                     .  49 

8  oz.  Corn  Chips   39 

7  oz.  Cheese  Popcorn.   49 

6  oz.  Can  Cashews   75 

6  oz.  Can  Mixed  Nuts   69 

12  oz.  Pretzel  Rods   39 

FOR  FREE  HOME  DELIVERY 
CALL  282-0633 

Phone:  NX  3-5478 

Charles  Chips 

2012  10th  ST 

■  VIII     w  1  • 

NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.Y. 

COMPLIMENTS 

HARVEST  SUPER  DUPER 

CORNER  ERIE  and  DIVISION 
NORTH  TONAWANDA 
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CITY  OFFICIALS 


TOP  ROW:    (AldermenL  .  .  Victor  Fulmines,  Raymond  Stanley  Andrew  Gabel  Paul  Rumbold, 

John  Vogt,  Jr.,  Stanley  Rad"os 


BOTTOM  ROW:    Gladys  Schaef,  Accountant  .  .  Edward  Botbwell,  City  Clerk  .  .  Stanley  Turecki, 
President  of  Common  Council  .  .  Stephen  Scarfone,  City  Attorney  ....  and 
Fredrick  Durkee,  Mayor 


EVERETT  A.  BRAUER 
City  Treasurer 


THOMAS  F.  GOSCH 

Cham  be  r  of  Commerce 
Executive  Vice  President 


11 


LOBLAW  -  STAR, 

Your  Favorite 

Hometown 
Supermarkets 

Congratulate 

NORTH 
TONAWANDA 

On  Its  Past 
100  YEARS 
OF  PROGRESS 

1865  -  1965 


CTAR 

SUPERMARKETS 


CONGRATULATIONS 


TO 


NORTH  TONAWANDA 


FAST  -  FAST  -  FAST 
AUTOMATIC 

TRANSMISSION  SERVICE 


1 1*—-^ 

4041  Delaware 

1    *  i 

3706  Genesee  1 

TR  4-0800 

634-2444 

Near  Sheridan 

LOCA- 
TIONS < 

Near  Union  | 

WHILE-U-WAIT 

Rebuilt  Transmissions  Installed 
Late  Model  Courtesy  Cars  —  Free  Towing 
"The  Name  With  The  Guarantee" 


JOE  URBANIK 
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The  OFFICIAL  NEWSPAPER 
TONAWANDA 


THE  Village  of  North  Tonawanda  was  15  years  old  ...  a 
bustling  teenager  .  . .  when  the  Tonawanda  NEWS  was  born 
in  1880. 

The  baby  newspaper  (its  page  was  less  than  a  quarter  the 
size  of  the  present  page)  grew  rapidly,  however,  chronicling  the 
achievements  and  the  disasters,  the  happiness  and  the  heart- 
aches,  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  of  Tonawandans. 

The  NEWS  grew  with  its  thriving  community,  moving  from 
its  original  quarters  in  Tonawanda  to  its  own  home  on  Webster 
Street,  North  Tonawanda.  In  1960,  it  moved  into  the  new  and 
much  larger  home  it  now  occupies  at  435  River  Road,  North 
Tonawanda. 

The  greatest  period  of  NEWS  growth  has  occurred  since 
1940,  when  the  circulation  averaged  4,100  daily.  Today,  the 
average  paid  daily  circulation  exceeds  17,400. 

A  staff  of  approximately  100  persons  is  employed  by  The 
NEWS,  which  has  been  a  pace-setter  in  the  use  of  such  modern 
newspaper  equipment  as  the  electronic  engraver  and  the  use  of 
perforated  tape  to  operate  its  type-casting  machines. 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Hewitt,  Jr.,  editor  and  publisher,  has 
dedicated  The  NEWS  to  accurate,  impartial  reporting  and  an 
independent  editorial  policy  that  stands  for  community  im- 
provement. 
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Tonawanda's  ARMORY 


WE  would  run  amiss  if  we  did  not  mention  Company  "A" 
174th  Infantry.  Although  situated  in  Tonawanda,  many 
North  Tonawanda  men  have  served  in  this  infantry,  known 
better  in  the  olden  days  as  Company  "K",  built  in  1896,  on  the 
Maul  property.  Elmer  Martin,  Superintendent  for  28  years, 
maintains  the  building,  located  on  Delaware  Avenue  and  Benton 
Street. 

Commanding  Officer  is  Captain  David  E.  Barth. 
Approximately  175  local  young  fellows  are  enrolled  in  the 
Company.  Tonawandans  fought  in  the  Spanish-American  War, 
World  War  I,  World  War  II,  also  battles  of:  Bull  Run,  Shiloh, 
Chancelorsville,  Gettysburg,  Vicksburg,  Ft.  Wagner, 
Charleston,  Cold  Harbor,  Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  Nash- 
ville, Atlantic,  Appomatox,  and  over  1000  skirmishes. 


CAPT.  DAVID  E.  BARTH 

Company  Commanding  Office 
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Phone". 


692-7611 
692-7614 


PEPSI  COLA   NIAGARA  BOTTLING  CORPORATION 

770  Niagara  Falls  Boulevard 
North  Tonawanda,  New  York  14120 
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MAP  of  1875 
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Congratulations  To  North  Tonawanda 


TONAWANDAS'  POST  #  264 
American  Legion 


TONAWANDAS'  UNIT  #  264 


TONAWANDAS'  POST  #  264 
American  Legion  Band 


60  MAIN  STREET 


TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


100  Years   Service  To  The  Community 
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MAP  of  1965 
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THIELE'S  DAIRY 

pphwm 

on  vj  w  vi 

AGENCY,  INC. 

CORNER  SHAWNEE  & 

NIAGARA  FALLS  BLVD. 

TONAWANDA'S 

LEADING  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CORNER  WARD  &  OLIVER 

PHONE  NX  2-5252 

407  PAYNE  AVE. 

1  SWEENEY  BLDG. 

COMPLETE  LINE  OF  FRESH  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

NO.  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 

The  R.  T.  JONES  LUMBER  Co.  Inc. 

LUMBER  DIVISION 

THE  ISLAND  -  NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


MANUFACTURERS 
AND  EXPORTERS  OF 
PINE  AND  SPRUCE  LUMBER 


Northern 
White  Pine 
Norway  Pine 
Eastern  Spruce 
Canadian- 
Spruce 
Donnacona 
Ceiling 
Tile 
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Congratulations 
North  Tonawanda 


Temporary 

North  Tonawanda  Office 

Division  &  Erie  Sts. 

on  the  site  of  M&T's  future 

permanent  home 


James  Williams,  Manager   David  A.  Birkby,  Manager 


N.  Tonawanda  Office 
Division  &  Erie  Sts. 


Tonawanda  Office 
Broad  Street 


J^yBanuf  actu  rers 
and  graders 

trust  company       YOUandM&T..  partners  in  personal  progress 


MEMBER  FEDERAL  DEPOSIT  INSURANCE  CORPORATION 
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NORTH 


The  City  o  f 

TONAWANDA 


FIRST  INHABITANTS 

Evidences  of  a  prehistoric  race  were  found  in  a  burial 
mound  on  the  southern  end  of  Little  Island.  Implements 
very  unlike  any  attributable  to  recorded  races  of  Indians 
were  found  here.  Indian  legend  makes  reference  to  a  race 
called  Neuters.  These,  too,  disappeared  and  were  followed 
by  the  Iroquois,  especially  the  Senecas  and  the  Tuscaroras 
who  migrated  from  the  South  and  formed  the  sixth  nation 
of  the  great  Iroquois  confederacy.  There  were  no  Indian 
villages  on  the  geographical  area  now  embodied  in  the  City 
of  North  Tonawanda.  but  this  section  was  thickly  wooded 
and  full  of  fish  and  game.  These  hunting  grounds  were 
visited  frequently  by  Seneca  Indians,  whose  village  was 
situated  in  what  is  now  the  City  of  Buffalo. 

The  Niagara  River,  rich  in  Indian  lore  and  mystery,  was 
a  beautiful  sight  to  the  first  hardy  white  men  who  canoed 
up  the  river  from  Lake  Erie.  The  forest  was  very  dense 
and  in  most  spots  right  to  the  water's  edge.  A  large  swamp 
extended  from  the  present  city  line  to  the  junction  of  the 
Tonawanda  Creek  with  Ellicott  Creek  and  back  inland  as 
far  as  the  east  boundary  of  the  New  York  Central  right  of 
way.  This  was  a  fisherman's  paradise.  Here  turtle,  frogs, 
bass  and  perch  were  plentiful.  The  water  was  quite  shallow 
and  the  bottom  was  firm  and  sandy.  A  young  brave  easily 
speared  or  shot  his  catch  with  his  bow  and  arrow.  The 
thick  forest  abounded  with  wild  game  of  all  sorts,  especially 
deer  and  bear.  In  Father  Hennepin's  report  on  ihe  building 
of  the  "Griffon"  he  says,  "two  braves  kept  the  builders 
supplied  with  the  flesh  of  wild  goats  atid  other  wild  beasts." 

A  lazy  little  creek  flowed  into  the  river  near  the  foot  of 
what  is  now  Wheatfield  Street,  just  opposite  the  north  end 
of  Little  Island.  On  its  bank  one  of  our  earliest  settlers 
built  a  log  cabin  and  gave  the  stream  its  name.  Even  today 
old  timers  know  where  Pettit  Creek  was.  It  became  the  stale 
ditch  which  was  made  into  a  storm  drain  and  covered. 

The  thick  growth  of  white  oak  on  Grand  Island  was  to 
give  birth  to  an  industry  that  made  our  section  world 
famous.  The  proud  prows  and  keels  were  cut  and  shaped 
here  and  hauled  overland  to  Boston  to  be  used  in  making 
sturdy  ships,  "The  Yankee  Clippers",  that  sailed  the  seven 
seas  and  established  the  youthful  United  States  as  a  naval 
power. 

According  to  Henry  Gonnett.  who  wrote  a  U.  S.  Geo- 
logical survey.  "Tonawanda"  is  an  Indian  name  meaning 
"swift  water"  probably  suggested  by  the  swiftly  flowing 
Niagara.  Another  explanation  comes  from  Arthus  C.  Parker, 
authority  on  Indian  Legend  and  Lore:    The  name  "Tona- 


wanda" is  derived  from  "TA-NA-W  l  N-DA  :  it  means  swift 
water  and  relets  to  that  section  of  the  stream  which  flows 
over  broken  stone  bottom. 

J  687 

Several  Indian  settlements  were  made  along  the  Tona- 
wanda ("reek  to  which  main  Indians  (led  alter  l)e  NowvHIes 
raid. 

1777 

To  these  were  added  another  group  ol  refugees  who  lied 
from  General  Sullivan  when  he  destroyed  the  villages  east 
of  the  Genesee  and  so  it  was  that  the  Seneca  Indians  took 
over  the  tract  of  land — the  Reservation  -  and  had  it  later 
confirmed  to  them  l>\  treaty. 

1800 

The  entire  town  of  Tonawanda.  including  the  area  which 
i-  now  Tonawanda  and  North  Tonawanda  and  Kentnore 
was  an  almost  unbroken  forest. 

EARLY  LIFE 

The  oid)  road  to  Buffalo  was  Military  Road  and  a  part 
along  the  river  which  became  the  River  Road. 

The  hard\  wives  of  the  settlers  did  all  the  farm  work 
during  the  war  davs  while  their  husbands  were  soldering. 
When  grist  was  to  be  ground  a  group  would  put  the  grain 
on  flat  boats  and  float  down  the  river  to  Niagara  balls.  On 
the  return  trip,  one  woman  hail  to  remain  in  the  boat  to 
fend  it  off  the  bank  with  a  long  pole  while  the  others,  with 
a  rope  across  their  shoulders,  tramped  along  the  bank, 
hauling  the  craft  home  against  the  current. 

Clearing  the  land  was  done  by  felling  some  of  the  trees, 
which  were  cut  into  lumber  and  made  into  the  homes  of 
settlers  and  bv  another  method  known  as  "sloeshing  which 
consisted  of  cutting  and  burning  all  trees  and  brush  that 
hindered  fanning.  Great  fires  could  be  seen  burning  for 
days,  under  control,  of  course.  The  ash  from  this  process 
made  the  land  very  productive;  crops  were  plentiful.  Streets 
were  narrow  and  rough  and  paths  through  the  thick  woods 
were  for  those  traveling  on  foot  or  astride  a  horse. 

What  were  the  motives  for  men  to  establish  homes  in  the 
wilderness.''  They  came  seeking  freedom  of  speech  and  wor- 
ship— to  escape  autocratic  rulers  and  compulsory  militarv 
service  to  own  land  and  to  make  a  home — to  be  free  and 
independent  and  to  live  lives  un trammeled  by  the  exaction  of 
State  and  Stale  Church.  They  came  to  make  money  from 
grain  lumber  and  other  products.  They  were  men  who  had 
the  true  spirit  of  America. 
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HATS  * 

to 

North  Tonawanda 
from  the 
Container  People  at  Lawless 


THE  FIRST  WHITE  MEN 
1615 

This  territory  was  claimed  for  France  li\   the  explorer 
1616 

Etiene  Brule  and  the  following  year  In  the  Frenchman 
Grenohle.  We  were  then  geographical  I  \  a  pari  of  the 
Province  of  Quehec. 

1626 

The  explorers  were  followed  by  hardy  priests  as  Fere  de 
la  Roche  Dallion  who  visited  this  section  in  1626  and  was 

9 

followed  by  Pere  Jean  de  Breheaf. 

1669 

Robert  Cavalier  sieur  de  la  Salle  graced  these  shores  for 
the  first  time  in  1669.  His  visits  were  repeated  in  1670  and 
1672  and  twice  in  1679,  the  year  the  famous  "Griffon11  was 
built.  Father  Louis  H.  Hennepin  made  his  first  visit  to  these 
shores  in  1678  and  then  returned  in  1679. 

1679 

In  December  1678,  La  Motte  de  Lussiee  and  Father  Hen- 
nepin came  to  the  banks  of  what  is  now  Cayuga  Creek  in 
La  Salle  with  a  group  of  men,  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  sailing  vessel.  This  group  was  joined  by  La  Salle  and 
Henri  Fonti  in  January  22,  1679.  The  keel  to  this  famous 
craft  was  laid  on  January  26th  of  that  year.  When  it  was 
completed  it  weighed  60  tons  and  carried  5  guns.  Iroquois 

1679 

who  happened  along  accidently  were  surprised  to  see  this 
immense  boat  float.  The  Griffon  set  sail  August  7,  1679, 
after  it  was  determined  that  it  could  ride  into  Lake  Erie 
with  a  good  north  or  northeast  breeze.  There  were  34  men 
aboard  and  the  journey  to  Green  Bay  on  the  northwest  shore 
of  Lake  Michigan  was  uneventful.  Indians  on  the  shores 
of  the  Niagara  watching  this  graceful  craft  exclaimed  "Gan- 
narum"  which  means  "how  wonderful".  However,  tragedy 
struck  soon  after  leaving  Green  Bay  and  the  little  craft  was 
destroyed  in  a  storm  and  all  hands  lost. 

The  first  explorers  claimed  this  territory  for  France  and 
we  were  then  a  part  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  The  French 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  in  this  area  because 
they  paid  them  well  for  carrying  their  merchandise  and 
equipment  over  the  portage.  When  the  British  took  over  this 
territory  they  used  teams  of  oxen  for  this  purpose,  thus 
taking  away  the  Indians  only  source  of  revenue  and  in- 
voking their  wrath  which  brought  on  the  "Devil's  Hole 
Massacre"- 

WAR  OF  1812 
1800 

The  government  of  the  United  States  was  becoming  con- 
cerned over  the  many  incidents  that  were  leading  us  into 
another  war  with  the  British.  The  Military  road  was  built 
from  Fort  Niagara  to  Fort  Porter  and  a  bridge  was  erected 
over  Tonawanda  Creek.  Events  finally  reached  a  climax  and 

1812 

President  James  Madison  declared  war  on  England  on  June 
1,  1812.    In  the  same  month  of  that  vear  a  Block  House  was 


built  on  the  south  shore  ol  Tonawanda  Creek  and  occupied 
by  a  company  of  16  regulars.  The  entire  frontier  wa- 
alarmed. 

The  British  and  Indians  captured  Grand  Island  in  August 
of  1812  and  several  hundred  appeared  on  its  shores  opposite 
the  Block  Mouse.  I  he  American  Commander  marched  his 
small  band  out  with  a  rattle  of  drums  and  fife  to  the  tune 
of  "Yankee  Doodle.  He  paraded  his  forces  up. and  down 
the  shore  anil  marched  them  back  into  the  Block  House.  He 

1812 

then  ordered  them  to  alter  their  appearance  and  march  out 
again,  in  broken  ranks  as  though  they  were  additional 
forces.  The  strategy  was  successful  as  the  British  attack  was 
not  made. 

1813 

Fort  Niagara  was  captured  and  burned  l>\  the  British  on 
December  19.  1813.  and  then  (heir  armed  forces  inarched  up 
the  river,  destroying  everything  in  their  path.  Manchester 
I  Niagara  Falls)  was  burned  and  even  Block  House,  in- 
cluding the  one  in  Tonawanda,  was  also  reduced  to  ashes. 
On  September  10.  1813,  Captain  Olivei  Hazard  Pern  won 
his  great  naval  victory  at  Put-in-Bay.  Fake  Eric.  His  famous 
message.  "We  have  met  the  enemy  and  the)  are  ours'1, 
hrought  joy.  On  December  30,  1813  the  torch  was  applied 
to  Buffalo.  The  settlers  look  whatever  possessions  the\ 
could  carry  and  moved  inland.  Hie  settlers  were  jubilant 
when  news  of  Perry  s  victory  reached  them.  The  American 
Forces  invaded  Queenstown  on  October  13.  1812  and  after 
sharp  fighting  were  driven  with  heavy  losses.  Brock's  Mon- 
ument marks  the  spot  of  this  famous  battle. 

1814 

The  prospects  of  the  war  were  gloomy.  Buffalo.  Black 
Rock  and  Manchester  were  in  ashes.  The  American  forces 
were  rallied  and  on  August  14,  1814  the  Battle  of  Fori  Erie 
was  fought.  There  were  2.000  in  this  arniv  :  500  were  lost, 
the  rest  returned  to  Black  Hock. 

Three  American  soldiers,  in  an  intoxicated  condition,  shot 
and  killed  James  Burba,  a  farmer,  in  what  is  now  the 
Town  of  Tonawanda.  Two  of  the  soldiers.  Charles  Thomp- 
son and  James  Peters,  were  captured  and  executed  in  June. 
1815.  This  case  constituted  the  first  trial  and  execution  by 
civil  Law  in  Erie  County. 

1815 

Peace  was  finally  declared  and  the  Treaty  was  signed  at 
Ghent,  Belgium  on  December  24.  1815.  The  cost  of  war  was 
tremendous  and  the  articles  of  peace  were  not  satisfactory. 
The  development  of  the  Frontier  was  retarded  but  slowly 
these  hardy  men  and  women  began  rebuilding. 

1815 

After  the  War  of  1812  the  slave  question  flared  and  reach- 
ed our  border.  The  fanners  were  almost  unamimously  to 
a  man  anti-slave.  This  question  was  discussed  in  log  huts, 
beside  fireplaces,  over  pages  of  rarely  possessed  newspapers 
by  the  light  of  a  "tallow  dip"  or  kerosene  lamp. 
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A  LUMBER  FIRE  ABOUT  1903 


Photo  by  Fred  Hamp 


THE  ERIE  CANAL 
1810 

The  route  of  the  proposed  waterway  from  the  Hudson 
River  to  Lake  Erie  was  surveyed  by  Dewitt  Clinton  in  1810 
and  in  his  report  of  1815  the  success  of  this  project  was 

1817 

assured.  The  first  spade  of  dirt  was  turned  July  4,  1817. 
When  one  looks  upon  the  crude  implements  and  machines 
these  engineers  had  to  work  with,  during  this  period,  one 
must  admit  it  was  truly  one  of  the  greatest  engineering 

1825 

feats  of  all  time.  This  great  work  was  completed  in  October, 
1825  at  a  cost  of  $7,600,000.  Opponents  to  this  new  water- 
way called  it  "Clinton's  Ditch".  The  first  work  done  on  this 
end  was  started  in  Tonawanda  and  it  was  very  definitely 
an  impetus  to  settlement  on  the  mouth  of  Tonawanda  Creek. 
A  writer  of  that  day  wrote,  in  describing  this  section,  "A 
bridge  across  the  creek,  a  few  houses  and  two  small  stores". 

From  the  book  "Rome  Haul"  by  Walter  D.  Edmonds. 
"The  line  of  boats,  recognizable  for  the  hard  faces  of  their 
captains,  largely  Irishers,  brought  in  gangs  when  the  great 
work  of  the  canal  was  coming  to  a  close;  they  had  an  air 
about  them  of  physical  well  being.  Boats  bearing  immigrants 
out  to  the  west,  Germans,  an  old  man  on  one  with  a  mug  in 
his  hand  and  a  long  China  pipe  in  his  mouth  and  a  nightcap 
on  his  head,  stiffy  promenading  the  deck  in  his  stocking 
feet,  and  tow  haired  children  on  the  other.  A  New  Englander 


going  by,  driving  a  boat,  a  cold  faced  bearded  man  who 
spoke  in  a  nasal  tight  voice  ordinary  words  to  his  horses 
more  impressive  than  oaths;  a  boy  steering,  his  young  face 
grimly  serious. 

"Boats  of  all  colors — greys,  greens,  blues,  reds,  muddy 
magentas  and  many  white,  floating  on  their  reflections, 
many  fearing  strange  folks,  entering  a  strange  country.  They 
all  come  by  the  Erie  Canal.  They  may  go  clear  to  Ioways, 
but  what  they  grow  will  find  its  way  back  through  the  Erie. 
They  said  land  was  high  in  the  Genesee  valley  and  I  got  the 
urge  for  getting  westward.  We'd  picked  up  a  couple  of 
cows  in  Rochester  and  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  cart  in  Utica. 
I  bought  a  plow  and  grain  and  flour  and  we  went  on  to 
Tonawanda,  where  I'd  been  told  there  was  good  land  much 
cheaper." 

"Next  morning  I  told  the  man  I  was  aiming  to  settling 
down  there.  I  asked  him  if  there  was  any  land.  He  didn't 
say  anything.  He  just  waved  his  hand  right  round.  Then  he 
said  would  I  want  to  buy  improved  land.  Pretty  soon  I 
figured  out  he  wanted  to  sell  his  farm.  I  could  see  it  was 
good  soil;  and  I  liked  being  closer  to  the  (Tonawanda) 
Creek.  Running  water  is  a  great  help  just  to  see  it  and  hear 
it." 

"We  took  two  days  off  riding  down  to  Black  Rock  and 
making  the  papers  over.  The  nearest  person  to  us  was  18 
miles  down  the  creek  toward  Black  Rock.  There  wasn't  no 
mill  yet  on  the  creek.    That  summer  word  came  through 
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they  were  planning  to  start  the  Canal.  People  talked  about 
that  like  it  was  Judgment  Day  getting  close.  They'd  com- 
mence to  dig  in  Rome.  People  said  it  would  be  50  years 
by  the  time  it  got  to  Black  Rock  and  others  said  it  would 
be  three.  We'd  hear  from  time  to  time  how  it  was  getting 
along.  The  first  year  they  did  15  miles.  The  next  year  there 
were  3,000  men  working  on  the  line,  by  all  accounts.  In  '19 
(1819)  a  mill  was  built  above  us  on  the  Creek  (Tona- 
wanda).  Then,  first  thing  we  knowed,  in  '23  (1823)  men 
commenced  working  on  the  route  between  Black  Rock  and 
Lockport.  Black  Rock  figured  they  would  be  a  part,  and 
Buffalo  figured  they  would.  Once  a  month  one  of  them 
would  hold  a  celebration.  We'd  hear  the  guns  and  fireworks 
clear  to  Tonawanda  Creek.  I  remember  two  springs  after 
that  the  word  came  the  water  would  come  from  Lake  Erie. 
And  after  while  we  seen  it  come.  They  had  put  canon — you 
know  how — all  along  the  canal  and  down  the  Hudson.  There 
was  an  old  ten  pounder  mounted  on  my  rise  of  ground 
there  to  touch  it  off.  We  sat  down  and  watched  Benjy  load 
up  the  canon.  And  an  hour  and  forty  minutes  later  there 
was  a  canon  faint  to  eastward  of  us.  And  our  gun  shot  and 
bucked  again  and  we  heard  a  gun  boom  in  Buffalo.  But  by 
that  sound  from  the  eastward  of  us  we  knowed  that  New 
York  knowed.   The  sound  of  it  told  us  that". 

1818 

Steamer  "Walk-in-Water"  made  the  first  trip  from  Buf- 
falo to  Detroit. 

1819 

The  first  steamship  crossed  the  Atlantic. 

This  was  the  awakening  of  steam  transportation  on  land 
and  sea.  In  1830  there  were  only  23  miles  of  railroad  in 
the  United  States  and  six  years  later  this  was  increased  to 
about  2,000  miles. 

1830 

After  the  Erie  Canal  was  constructed  and  until  1830  the 
growth  of  the  village  was  stopped. 

1823 

When  the  dam  was  constructed  and  before  the  stream  was 
canalized  as  far  as  Pendleton,  the  top  of  the  Creek  was  4 
feet  below  the  top  of  the  dam  which  called  for  a  lock  to  lift 
boats  going  east  and  lower  them  going  west.  This  made  a 
small  island  between  the  creek  and  the  canal  which  was 
called  Goose  Island. 

The  Erie  Canal  was  a  definite  influence  on  the  growth  of 
this  section  and  for  a  time  was  known  as  the  village  of 
Niagara.    In  July,  1824  the  following  ad  was  publicized: 
"Village  of  Niagara" 
Confluence  of  the  Niagara  and  Tonewanta  rivers, 
where  the  canal  from  Buffalo  enters  the  Tonewanta  and 
where  boats  pass  from  the  canal  to  the  river  by  a  lock. 
Safe  and  spacious  harbor  for  lake  and  canal  boats. 
12  miles  from  Buffalo,  8  miles  from  the  Falls,  15 
miles  from  Lewiston  and  16  miles  from  Lockport. 

Line  of  stages  pass  from  Lewiston  to  Buffalo  daily — 
from  Lockport  every  other  day. 


Travelers  to  the  Falls  will  leave  the  Canal  at  this 
point. 

Vance's  or  Lay's  map 

Shows  advantageous  position  of  the  village  for  trade, 
market  and  manufacturing." 

James  Sweeney,  Buffalo. 

George  Goundry  ^ 

James  Sweeney      >  Proprietors 

John  Sweeney  j 

The  reader  will  note  our  natural  advantages  for  trade  and 
commerce  were  recognized  even  at  that  early  date. 

New  York  Evening  Post  dated  July  16,  1829. 

The  journey  from  Buffalo  to  Albany — Lake  Erie  to  the 
Hudson  River — 360  miles — could  be  performed  in  56  hours. 

"It  is  doubted  whether  the  roads  of  any  state  in  the  world 
offer  the  same  advantages  or  the  treble  source  of  comfort, 
expedition  and  economy — $15.00  including  board. 

Buffalo,  in  1830  furnished  business  for  8  steamboats — 30 
port  chaises  —  60  schooners  —  20  boarding  houses.  The 
population  was  about  7,000. 

Governor  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  visited  this  area  on  July 
11,  1929  on  his  inspection  tour  of  the  Erie  Canal,  as  a 
guest  of  the  City  of  Buffalo.  The  cost  of  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  the  Canal  to  this  date  was  $175,000,000. 
It  is  navigable  its  full  length  and  in  excellent  condition  and 
report  showed  that  the  morale  of  the  Canal  men  was  good. 

PIONEER  RESIDENTS 
1797 

The  Holland  Land  Company  was  formed  in  1797  by  a 
group  of  wealthy  Dutch  who  purchased  all  the  land  west 
of  the  Genesee  River  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  line  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  west  to  the  Niagara  River.  The  purchase 
was  made  through  Robert  Morris  who  was  the  financier  of 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

1809 

George  M.  Burger  was  the  earliest  known  settler.  He 
built  a  small  cabin  on  the  premises,  which  later  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  Vincent  Koch  &  Co.  lumber  yard. 

1810 

Joshua  Pettit  built  a  log  tavern  on  the  premises  now 
occupied  by  the  Tonawanda  Iron  Corporation  beside  a 
small  stream  which  bears  his  name.  Pettit  Creek  is  known 
to  many  residents  even  to  this  day.  He  remained  here  until 
1835  when  he  moved  to  Allegheny  County. 

1810 

Garrett  Van  Slyke  built  a  tavern  on  the  north  side  of 
Tonawanda  Creek. 

1817 

Stephen  Jacobs  purchased  196  acres  two  miles  down  the 
river  from  Judge  Augustus  Porter  for  $8.00  per  acre.  This 
land  was  covered  with  a  thick  forest  and  clearing  the  land 
for  farming  was  begun  at  once.  This  pioneer  at  the  age  of 
17  was  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.    The  timber  for  build- 
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ing  the  first  guard  lock  where  the  Erie  Canal  enters  the 
river  was  furnished  by  him. 

1817 

President  James  Monroe  visited  Niagara  Falls  on  August 
9,  1817.  General  Jacob  Brown  was  one  of  the  company. 
The  visitors  were  not  detained  at  Tonawanda  as  the  entire 
settlement  consisted  of  a  log  tavern,  a  rope  ferry  across 
the  Creek  and  a  few  log  houses. 

1819 

James  Carney  settled  on  Tonawanda  Island  sometimes 
called  "Carney  Island"  on  some  old  maps.  In  1824  the 
State  of  New  York  caused  a  survey  to  be  made,  ordering  an 
assessed  valuation  of  $4.50  per  acre. 

1824 

During  the  following  year  the  Island  was  ordered  sold  in 
the  City  of  Albany  at  a  public  auction  requiring  Vx  of  the 
purchase  money  to  be  paid  down.  Carney  furnished  the 
required  amount  in  the  hands  of  Judge  Samuel  Wilkinson 
but  speculation  forced  the  price  upward  and  it  was  sold 
to  Samuel  Leggate  of  the  City  of  New  York  who  bought  it 
for  $23.00  per  acre.  James  Carney  was  long  associated 
with  Frontier  activity,  having  driven  an  ox  team  from  Lewis- 
ton  to  Fort  Schlosser  for  Porter  Barton  &  Co.  He  also 
propelled  scow  boats  from  Schlosser  to  Black  Rock  with 
350  bbls.  of  salt. 

1828 

James  Sweeney  located  first  in  Buffalo  in  1811.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  owners  of  that  tract  of  land  which  was 
to  be  the  village  of  North  Tonawanda.  He  built  the  first 
frame  dwelling.  Clearing  of  the  land  was  begun  at  once  to 
furnish  timber  for  the  Buffalo  Pier  and  prepare  the  way  for 
the  sale  of  village  lots.  He  donated  lots  to  the  first  Metho- 
dist Church  and  the  first  school  house  and  was  con- 
siderate to  destitute  children,  furnishing  them  with  books 
and  clothes. 

In  1852  his  son,  John  Sweeney,  built  the  first  depot  and 
was  station  agent  for  several  years.  He  also  built  the  first 
sawmill  on  site  of  the  Dam  waste  gates.  This  was  the  only 
mill  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

1823 

Judge  Wilkinson  kept  a  few  stores  in  Tonawanda  and  in 
1823  a  contract  was  closed  to  build  a  dam  at  the  mouth  of 
Tonawanda  Creek  to  supply  power  for  the  mills. 

A  Buffalo  Land  Company  bought  large  tracts  of  land  and 
laid  out  a  future  village.  The  surveyors  were  Albert  H. 
Tracey  and  Charles  Townsend. 

1825 

William  Vandervoort  purchased  1700  acres  of  land  from 
the  Holland  Land  Company  on  the  north  side  of  Tonawanda 
Creek,  where  he  built  and  occupied  the  one  log  house  on 
that  side. 

1828 

The  Niagara,  the  first  hotel,  was  built  by  him  in  1828 — 
this  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1844.  When  the  Boston  Com- 
pany began  cutting  white  oak  lumber  on  Grand  Island  he 


managed  a  store  there  as  a  partner.  In  1836  the  first  bank 
was  established  in  this  store.  He  built  the  first  brick  resi- 
dence for  his  family  in  North  Tonawanda. 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal  started  the  migration  to 
the  West.  West  was  all  territory  west  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains.  Wagon  trains,  scores  at  a  time,  filled  with  furni- 
ture and  farm  implements  and  tools  for  clearing  the  lands, 
children  and  livestock  came  in  a  never  ending  parade  from 
the  Mohawk  Valley,  to  halt  finally  in  western  New  York. 

SPORTS  AND  RECREATION 

The  Heroed,  a  weekly,  dated  March  13,  1880  says,  "al- 
ready baseballists  have  begun  to  harden  their  fists  with  an 
occasional  practice  on  the  diamond".  Evidently  they  did  not 
protect  the  palms  with  soft  leather  mitts. 

Early  residents  resorted  to  physical  combat  in  public  to 
dispose  of  their  differences  much  more  than  nowadays.  Ac- 
counts of  well  known  men  coming  to  blows  in  the  street 
can  be  seen  in  early  issues  of  printed  matter. 

Walking  contests  became  popular  very  much  like  the 
dance  marathons.  Reisterer's  Hall  usually  was  hired  for  the 
event  and  the  contestants  walked  around  and  around  the 
floor  with  the  one  going  60  miles  the  quickest,  taking  the 
money. 

These  contests  usually  lasted  24  hours  and  drew  large 
crowds.  Joseph  Ocher  showed  he  was  a  champion  several 
times. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  movies,  "nickel  readings"  were 
popular,  especially  during  the  winter  months.  These  were 
usually  sponsored  by  some  organization  as  the  W.C.T.U. 
with  local  boys  and  girls  giving  recitations,  adults  offering 
readings  and  plays  and  musical  selections.  Enthusiasts  used 
to  make  up  sleigh  ride  parties  and  drive  to  Williamsville 
or  Niagara  Falls. 

Pedestrians  used  to  walk  from  Buffalo  to  Tonawanda.  One 
man  is  credited  with  having  accomplished  the  feat  from 
Niagara  Square  to  Tonawanda  in  2  hours  and  5  minutes. 

Under  the  heading  of  "fast  work  by  telephone"  one  writer 
records  how  Nice  &  Hinkley,  local  hardware  dealers,  tele- 
phoned to  Buffalo  at  4:15  P.  M.  one  day  for  a  lock  and  how 
36  minutes  later  the  article  was  delivered  at  the  Central  De- 
pot by  "Hank"  Inman,  the  popular  and  courteous  express 
messenger  on  Conductor  Winnie's  train. 

"This  is  certainly  quick  time  and  is  an  excellent  testi- 
monial of  the  efficiency  of  the  telephone,"  commented  the 
editor.  "One  suspects  that  the  stage  had  been  set  before- 
hand for  the  stunt." 

An  old  dance  hall  stood  on  Niagara  Road  in  the  years 
preceding  the  Civil  War.  There  was  a  long  horse  shed  beside 
it  where  driving  rigs  were  put  up.  Old  folks  and  young 
folks  came  from  far  and  near  to  trip  the  "light  fantastic"  to 
the  stirring  strains  of  the  fiddle.  Such  dances  as  "Munnv 
Musk,"  "Fishers  Hornpipe"  and  the  "Virginia  Reel"  with 
the  old  time  zest  and  shuffle.  A  past  master  at  dancing  was 
the  M.  C.  and  "called  off."  There  were  no  fancy  dancing 
slippers,  pumps  or  patent  leathers,  but  garters  and  boots 
with  hob  nails  and  they  all  enjoyed  it  too,  that  being  one  of 
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There's  Something  BIG  Going 
on  in  the  Tonawandos 

.  .  .  and  if  you  don't  think  being  one  hundred  years  old  is  something  to  trumpet  about,  then  wait 
until  you're  around  that  long  before  you  curl  your  trunk. 

Being  a  modest  77  ourselves,  we  here  at  Jenss  cast  an  envious  but  friendly  glance  because  we 
too  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  share  in  the  growth  of  the  Twin-Cities.  We  might  humbly  add  that 
we  plan  to  be  here  for  OUR  hundreth  and  many  more,  continuing  to  grow,  to  be  of  even  greater 
service  to  you,  our  friends  and  neighbors.  Congratulations,  North  Tonawandal 
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the  few  diversions  that  existed  in  those  days.  It  was  also  a 
social  hour  for  folks — they  would  talk  crops,  weather,  poli- 
tics and  religion  much  as  they  still  do  today  at  social  func- 
tions. 

Weddings  were  a  community  affair  in  the  early  days  and 
for  weeks  the  women  in  the  settlement  sewed  and  knitted 
for  the  new  bride  and  after  the  ceremony  the  men  gathered 
and  held  a  "Raising  Bee"  where  the  timbers  were  erected 
for  the  new  cabin  and  enough  land  was  cleared  for  farming. 
"Quilting  Bees"  were  held  where  the  ladies  of  the  village 
gathered  and  sewed  beautiful  comforters  from  various  color- 
ed clothes.  They  met  in  different  homes.  The  hostess  served 
a  luncheon  and  the  ladies  exchanged  bits  of  gossip  while  the 
masterpiece  was  being  completed.  The  sewing  clubs  of  to- 
day had  their  beginning  in  those  early  times. 

There  were  many  "Socials"  where  lunches  were  served 
and  people  met  to  laugh,  play  and  sing.  The  old  German 
bands  were  a  delight  and  many  folks  looked  forward  to 
Sunday  afternoons  in  the  park.  They  played  such  games  as 
"Snap  and  Catch",  "Love  in  the  Dark",  etc.  at  their  various 
parties. 

There  were  boats  of  all  kinds  on  the  river  for  those  who 
enjoyed  fishing  and  boating.  Some  of  the  old  people  today 
remember  the  excursions  on  the  old  sidewheeler  "Periwin- 
kle" and  also  the  fleet  of  boats  owned  by  Frank  Fix  that 
carried  parties  around  Grand  Island  at  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury. Grand  Island  became  a  favorite  pleasure  resort  with 
good  hotels,  public  buildings,  clubs  and  many  summer 
homes 

The  names  of  Edgewater,  Bedell  House,  Buckhorn.  Sheen- 
water,  Eagle  Park  and  others  will  bring  back  pleasant  mem- 
ories to  many.  Sheenwater  Park,  in  1892,  was  one  of  the 
first  electrically-lighted  amusement  parks  in  America.  It  had 
its  own  steam  generator  to  produce  the  power. 

The  Bedell  House  was  built  and  operated  for  many  years 
by  Ossian  Bedell,  a  colorful  figure  in  the  Island's  history, 
and  his  hotel  was  a  favorite  rendezvous  ior  Buffalo  and 
Tonawanda  pleasure  seekers  until  it  burned.  Bedell  started 
a  system  of  ferries  from  Buffalo  and  Tonawanda  to  the  Is- 
land about  1892.  These  ferries  were  small  steamers  and 
barges  towed  by  tugs  to  accommodate  the  horses  and  buggies 
of  the  passengers.  Later  they  carried  automobiles.  When 
the  bridges  were  opened  in  1935  these  sturdy  little  craft 
were  gradually  abandoned.  During  earlier  years  of  the  Fix 
regime,  summer  excursions  around  Grand  Island  were  ex- 
tremely popular. 

The  Niagara  River,  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  was 
covered  with  sailboats  and  other  pleasure  craft,  especially 
before  the  advent  of  the  automobile  and  paved  country 
roads.  Many  of  our  citizens  in  those  days  enjoyed  picnics, 
fishing  and  bathing.  The  old  timers  today  delight  in  telling 
of  those  good  old  days  on  the  Niagara  River. 

There  were  many  bicycle  clubs  such  as  the  "Ramblers" 
and  Eldredge  Bicycle  Club  whose  many  events  brought 
thrills  and  delight  to  many  who  liked  that  sport.  Cycle 
paths  were  maintained  and  little  jaunts  to  nearby  points 
were  many. 


DANIEL  WEBSTER  FREQUENT  VISITOR 

Daniel  Webster  was  an  interested  party  in  1833  when  a 
company  formed  in  Boston,  Mass.  and  purchased  16,000 
acres  of  white  oak  timber  on  Grand  Island  for  $5.00  per 
acre  and  began  cutting  and  sending  it  to  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board where  it  was  used  in  the  shipbuilding  industry.  Many 
parts  of  the  hulls  of  the  famous  Yankee  Clippers  which  so 
firmly  impressed  traders  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  established  the  United  States,  a  youthful  coun- 
try with  radical  ideas,  as  a  naval  power,  came  from  the 
white  oak  forests  of  Grand  Island.  The  eminent  statesman 
made  many  trips  here  and  stayed  in  the  White  House  on 
Tonawanda  Island,  which  was  built  by  Stephen  White  from 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  who  represented  the  East  Boston 
Company  on  Grand  Island.  This  magnificent  mansion  was 
named  "Beechwater"  and  the  interior  was  finished  in  solid 
cherry  and  black  walnut  from  Boston  and  marble  mantels 
imported  from  Italy.  He  occupied  this  home  for  ten  years. 
A  daughter  married  Fletcher  Webster,  son  of  the  statesman. 

BRIDGES  OVER  TONAWANDA  CREEK 

The  first  bridge  over  Tonawanda  Creek  was  erected  by 
the  United  States  Government  in  1800  or  1801  for  military 
purposes.  This  structure  was  temporary  and  lasted  for  only 
a  short  time.  After  this  bridge  fell  the  crossing  was  done  by 
a  rope  ferry  until  1824.  A  toll  bridge  was  built  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  charter  for  21  years.  Before  the  expiration  of  the 
Charter,  the  interests  were  purchased  by  the  Buffalo  and 
Niagara  Falls  Railroad  Co.  who  rebuilt  the  bridge  with  a 
roadway  and  sidetracks  for  their  rails.  On  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  it  became  a  Town  and  County  Charge.  The 
third  bridge  was  built  by  Erie  and  Niagara  County  in  1845 
and  remained  until  superseded  in  1875  by  a  wrought  iron 
structure  weighing  50  tons  and  erected  by  the  Wrought 
Iron  Bridge  Co.  of  Canton,  Ohio. 

In  February  1886  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson 
Railroad  was  granted  a  permit  for  a  bridge  over  the  Tona- 
wanda River  mouth.  Village  Trustees  Oelkers  and  Vander- 
voort  were  sent  to  New  York  to  consult  with  Central  officials 
on  terms  of  the  bridge  franchise.  They  were  accompanied 
by  two  members  of  the  Tonawanda  Village  Board. 

THE  CAROLINE  INCIDENT 
1837 

The  second  Seminole  War  was  fought  on  the  Canadian 
side  in  1837.  The  Americans  along  the  border  were  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Insurgents.  A  small  American  steamship,  the 
"Caroline",  carried  supplies  to  a  party  of  insurgents  on 
Navy  Island.  The  English  Captain  Drew  was  sent  from 
Chippewa,  Canada  opposite  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  and 
found  the  vessel  on  Grand  Island.  He  killed  12  men,  towed 
the  boat  into  the  stream  and  set  it  on  fire.  It  drifted  down 
the  river,  into  the  rapids,  and  over  the  Falls,  a  blazing  hulk. 
It  was  a  very  stirring  sight. 
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NORTH  TONAWANDA 
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IT  IS  OUR  PLEASURE 


TO  SERVE  YOU 
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RADIO 


STEEL  -  ALUMINUM 


THE  PEOPLE'S  VOICE 


INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLIES 


1440  ON  YOUR  DIAL 


Since  1895  I 

Congratulations  North  Tonawandans 
On  the  Centennial 

Your  loyalty  has  enabled  NCSB  this 
year  to  celebrate  our  75th  Anniversary 


Niagara  County  Savings  Bank 


Payne  Avenue  at  17th  Street  -  North  Tonawanda,  N.Y. 
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NEW  YORK  CENTRAL  RAILROAD  BRIDGE  UNDER  IMPROVEMENT,  WEBSTER  AND  MAIN  STREETS     Photo  by  Fred  Hamp 


THE  FAMOUS  GRAVEL  INCIDENT 
1855 

Dispute  leads  to  village  division. 

1857 

Two  wards  in  that  section  of  the  village  now  the  City  of 
Tonawanda  and  one  ward  in  that  part  of  the  old  village 
now  known  as  the  City  of  North  Tonawanda.  There  were 
frequent  disputes  over  which  side  of  the  creek  should  re- 
ceive the  most  improvements.  Dispute  over  highway  money 
to  be  spent  was  settled  temporarily  by  leaving  the  decision 
to  the  street  committee  which  had  equal  representation. 

1857 

An  act  was  introduced  in  the  New  York  Legislature  of 
1857  to  separate  North  Tonawanda's  ward  from  Tonawanda. 
The  dispute  came  to  a  head  evidently  because  of  the  inabil- 
ity of  the  Trustees  to  decide  that  gravel  could  be  taken  from 
Tonawanda  to  improve  highways  in  North  Tonawanda. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
1880 

Proposals  in  1880. 

Construction  of  a  stone  bridge  in  Oliver  Street  over  the 
state  ditch  which  has  since  been  tiled  and  covered,  was 
awarded  to  Frederick  Schultz  for  $622.  The  proposed  ma- 
cadamizing of  Webster  Street  to  be  paid  for  by  public 
subscriptions  was  considered. 


In  1880  residents  of  Christiana  Street  wanted  the  name 
of  the  street  changed  to  "Maple"  but  the  petition  was  tabled. 

1883 

City  Tax  budget  was  $6,080. 
Laborers  were  paid  $1.25  per  day. 

It  was  the  custom  to  discharge  the  police  force  about  the 
time  that  navigation  on  the  lakes  and  canal  was  closed  by 
cold  weather.  The  sailors  and  canalers  caused  the  consta- 
bulary no  end  of  trouble  when  they  came  ashore.  This  ele- 
ment gave  our  section  the  reputation  of  being  the  roughest 
port  in  the  World. 

1884 

Board  of  Trustees  demanded  the  Board  of  Health  begin 
an  investigation  into  the  unwholesome  quality  of  the  milk 
being  sold. 

1883 

Alert  Hose  Company  was  incorporated  March  3,  1883. 
1884 

Census  showed  population  was  2509. 

1885 

The  Tonawanda  Gas  Light  Company  had  been  granted 
permission  to  lay  4  miles  of  pipe  line  and  a  contract  was 
signed  to  light  125  street  lamps  at  $15  per  year  each. 

James  Warren  was  given  the  contract  for  cleaning  and 
lighting  100  new  street  lamps  at  80  cents  per  day.  A  fine  of 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


LAWLOR  SERVICE  STATION 

889  E.  ROBINSON  STREET 
NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 

NX  2-9643 

•  HEADS  RESET 

•  VALVES  GROUND 

•  BRAKE  DRUMS  GROUND 

•  GENERATORS  &  STARTING  MOTORS  REBUILT 

•  TIRES  -  BATTERIES 

•  CAR  -  HOME  SUPPLIES 

•  FISH  TACKLE 

•  ITHACA  FEATHERLIGHT  GUNS  &  AMMUNITION 

•  KEYS  MADE  WHILE  YOU  WAIT 

•  MORE  PEOPLE  RIDE  ON  GOODYEAR  TIRES 
THAN  ANY  OTHER 


•  ATLANTIC  KEEPS  YOUR  CAR  ON  THE  GO 

•  GASOLINES  <=  OILS 

•  FRONT  END  ALIGNMENT 

•  WHEELS  BALANCED  ELECTRONICALLY 

•  IGNITION  -  CARBURETOR  WORK 

•  TUNE  UP  WORK 

•  MUFFLERS  INSTALLED 

•  LIGHT  WELDING 

•  PARTS  -  ACCESSORIES 

•  MACHINE  WORK 
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$25.00  was  fixed  for  anyone  caught  turning  stop  cocks  on 
the  new  lamps;  and  persons  convicted  of  hitching  their 
horses  to  the  lamp  post  were  fined  $5.00.  Police  records  do 
not  show  any  violations  of  these  ordinances. 

An  atmosphere  of  romance  surrounded  the  Lamplighter. 
As  the  shades  of  night  were  falling  the  children  used  to  wait 
his  coming.  He  would  turn  on  the  gas  with  a  key  on  the  end 
of  a  long  stick,  then  with  a  light  enclosed  in  an  iron  tube 
lowered  down,  the  gas  was  ignited.  He  passed  from  post  to 
post  down  the  street,  leaving  behind  him  a  row  of  bright 
lights  in  the  glass  globes  and  disappear  around  the  corner. 
The  advent  of  Electricity  stole  his  occupation,  but  his  art 
is  enshrined  in  memory  and  song. 

1885 

River  pollution  was  a  problem  even  at  this  early  date. 
Objections  were  registered  about  Buffalo  Sewage  in  the  Ni- 
agara River  polluting  the  waters  that  flowed  past  the  Tona- 
wanda  intake. 

RAILROAD  EXPANSION 

The  village  fathers  were  confronted  with  many  petitions 
from  railroads  for  switches  to  be  extended  across  streets  to 
reach  new  lumber  yards  and  mills  that  were  springing  up 
in  many  sections.  There  were  petitions  filed  against  such 
switches  by  citizens  but  the  minutes  of  the  village  board 
show  that  such  petitions  were  disregarded.  The  New  York 
Central  obtained  a  switch  across  Vandervoort  in  spite  of 
the  objections,  with  the  understanding  that  it  could  connect 
with  a  lumber  yard  on  the  gravel  pit  site  but  that  no  gravel 
should  be  removed.  The  new  City  Hall  now  graces  one  end 
of  this  property  from  whence  the  lumber  industry  and  the 
railroad  switch  have  long  disappeared.  A  fine  recreation 
field  occupies  the  other  end  of  this  area. 

1886 

Village  Janitor's  salary  fixed  at  $1.00  per  day.  His  du- 
ties were  to  take  care  of  the  Council  House  in  Thompson 
street  and  lighting  of  the  kerosene  street  lamps  in  Webster 
and  Tremont  Streets.    James  Ryan,  Sr.,  was  appointed. 

1886 

Little  Island  Swing  Bridge  was  proposed — Island  street, 
in  response  to  a  petition  from  lumber  men,  was  laid  out 
from  Main  street  to  the  proposed  site  of  the  bridge. 

1887 

Condemnation  proceedings  complete.  Caroline  Sweeney 
and  Joseph  Skinner  received  $5,500  for  their  confiscated 
land  for  this  right  of  way. 

1880 

The  Board  borrowed  money  to  finance  village  activities. 
$400  was  obtained  from  the  State  Bank — for  the  purpose 
of  providing  jobs  for  the  unemployed. 

1886 

Citizens  petition  council  to  require  the  New  York  Central 
to  provide  either  watchmen  or  gates  at  the  nine  grade  cross- 


ings in  the  village  after  many  fatal  accidents.  Trains  travel- 
ed through  the  village  30  or  40  miles  per  hour.  There  were 
no  ordinances  regulating  speed  of  trains  through  the  village. 

1886 

All  property  owners  were  required  to  trim  trees  that  were 
less  than  nine  feet  from  the  pavement  so  the  gas  street  lamps 
could  throw  more  light.  If  the  property  owners  refused  to 
comply  it  was  ordered  done  and  the  cost  was  assessed 
against  the  property. 

1887 

Goundry  street  opened. 

Litigation  for  the  right  of  way  cost  the  village  $1,000. 
1888 

Salary  of  police  constable  was  raised  to  $144  per  year 
for  the  time  served  began  in  the  spring  and  ended  in  the  fall. 

1888 

The  First  telegraph  fire  alarm  system  was  installed  by 
the  Utica  Fire  Alarm  Co.  It  was  connected  with  a  bell  at 
headquarters  and  a  gong  in  the  Council  House.  Boxes  were 
located  at: 

Webster  &  Tremont 

Yards  of  Dodge  &  Co. 

Manhattan  Street 

Thompson  &  Payne 

Tonawanda  Lumber  Yard  in  Grant  St. 

Vandervoort  &  Goundry 
Calkins  &  Co. 
Island  Street 
Council  House 
Oliver  &  Thompson 

10  strokes  of  bell  were  for  a  fire. 

15  strokes  indicated  a  general  assemblage  of  the  people 
and  two  strokes  for  more  water  pressure.  Another  box  was 
placed  in  the  south  village  of  Tonawanda  at  Main  &  Adam 
streets.  A  stringent  fire  ordinance  governing  the  operation 
of  the  system  was  then  adopted. 

1888 

Census — 3383  or  607  families. 

William  Clark  was  the  census  taker  and  was  paid  $20  for 
his  work.   He  visited  every  family. 

The  new  Board  of  Trustees  now  had  a  membership  of  6. 

1888 

Tonawanda  Electric  Co.  received  permission  to  run  pole 
lines  and  wires  for  lighting  homes  with  electricity. 

B.  F.  Betts  was  hired  to  make  the  first  map  of  the  village 
copies  of  which  were  filed  with  County  &  State — Board  re- 
quired all  real  estate  transfers  to  be  recorded  on  this. 

1897 

Incorporation  of  village  as  a  City. 

Albert  E.  McKeen,  village  president  became  Mayor. 

1897 

James  V.  Smeaton  was  elected  Mayor. 
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Congratulations  To  North  Tonawanda 
on  its  100th  Birthday  from 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley  Brzezinski 

LYNCH  PARK  TRAILER  COURT 

2080  RIVER  ROAD        TOWN  OF  WHEATFIELD 


Compliments 


ROBLIN  STEEL  CORP. 

101  East  Ave. 
North  Tonawanda 
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1899 

Council  Members: 

Doebler  Nellis,  pres.  Wendt 

Knapp  Wiedman  Smith 

Gillie  Walck  Wagenschutz 

"Daily  Argas"  was  named  official  newspaper. 

1899 

Budget— $64,764.01 
Salaries— City  Clerk  $1,000 

Treasurer  $1,500 

Supt.  Public  Works  $1,000 

City  Engineer  $1,200 

MATHER  POWER  BRIDGE 
1899 

A  proposal  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Niagara  some- 
where between  Buffalo  and  Tonawanda  for  the  purpose  of 
lowering  experimental  apparatus  into  the  current  to  de- 
velop electricity. 

The  Council  sent  a  lengthy  resolution  to  Gov.  Theodore 
Roosevelt  when  the  bill  authorizing  the  structure  was  placed 
before  him,  requesting  him  to  veto  it  on  the  basis  that  navi- 
gation to  the  lumber  ports  would  be  endangered  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Twin  City  threatened. 

The  resolution  stated  among  other  things  that  there  was 
unloaded  annually  on  the  Twin  City  docks  between  500 


million  and  700  million  feet  of  lumber  and  from  eight  to 
sixteen  million  pieces  of  lath ;  from  30  to  66  million  shingles 
— the  docks  covering  five  miles  of  water  front  in  North 
Tonawanda  and  about  two  miles  in  Tonawanda.  Iron  ore 
shipped  amounted  to  250,000  tons. 

1899 

At  a  special  election  taxpayers  voted  $15,000  for  street 
lighting  and  a  contract  was  signed  with  the  Tonawanda 
Power  Co.  for  $12,000. 

TELEPHONE 
1886 

In  April,  1886  Bell  Telephone  Co.  applied  for  permission 
to  erect  a  line  of  "symmetrical  painted  posts  40  to  60  ft. 
high''  on  the  west  side  of  Webster  Street.  Permission  was 
denied  so  Manhattan  Street  was  substituted. 

FIRST  RAILROAD 
1836 

The  first  steam  railroad  in  Western  New  York — the  Buf- 
falo and  Niagara  Falls  Line — was  opened  and  ran  on  the 
right  of  way  through  Main  street  in  Tonawanda  and  Web- 
ster in  North  Tonawanda.  The  line  was  completed  Septem- 
ber 6,  1836.  The  whistle  of  the  locomotive  echoed  through 
the  woods.  This  was  later  taken  over  by  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral System. 


A  LUMBER  FIRE  ABOUT  1903 


Photo  by  Fred  Hamp 
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SINCLAIR  MOTORS 

MATT  LESTER 

"We  Do  What  Othc  Promise" 
SPECIALIZING  IN  Fit  J  USED  CARS 

L.irqe  Selection  On  Hand  At  All  Times 
Wt  Buy  &  Sell  Used  Cars  &  Trucks 
Bank  Financing  Arranged 
Open  Until  9:30  P  M 

MULTIPLE  LISTING  SERVICE 

REAL  ESTATE  -  INSURANCE 

1019  OLIVER  N.  TON. 
(Cor.  of  Lin  wood) 

695-1100 

NX  5-1660 

INDUSTRIAL  MOTOR  SERVICE 

Twenty=  Five  Years  Serving  the  T onawandas 

WHOLESALE  ELECTRIC  EQUIPMENT 
WIRING  SUPPLIES  &  LIGHTING  FIXTURES 

NEW  &  USED  ELECTRIC  MOTORS            TRANSFORMERS  "CONTROLS 

♦ 

REWINDING  &  MOTOR  REPAIRS  ON  ALL  SIZE  MOTORS 

♦ 

DYNAMIC  BALANCING 

B  R  AC  E  -  T\lJ  E  LLE  R-  HUNTLEY 

INCORPORATED 

STEEL  BRASS 

P   O     BOX  577 

ALUMINUM                                   BU  FF  ALO.  NEW  VORK  ,4240  PLASTICS 

TELEPHONE:  I 
AREA  CODE  716  E 
877  B700  1 

~1  TELETYPE: 

if                                                                                           AREA  CODE  716 

ft  858-1357 

DUNN  REALTOR 

SALUTES  THE  CITY  OF  NORTH  TONAWANDA 
AND  LOOKS  FORWARD  TO  SERVING  THE  CITY 
FOR  THE  NEXT  100  YEARS 

DUNN  REALTOR 

716  NIAGARA  FALLS  BLVD. 

NORTH  TONAWANDA 

693- 

6400 
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FIRST  PHONE 

A.  W.  Weston  &  Son  constructed  a  private  telephone  line 
from  the  residence  to  the  lumber  yard  just  north  of  the 
Tonawanda  Iron  Works  on  the  River  Road. 

MARTINSVILLE  HIGHLIGHTS 
1843 

Carl  Sack,  Edmund  Wurl  and  Fred  Grosskopf  purchased 
400  acres  from  William  Vandervoorte  at  $15  per  acre  on 
Tonawanda  Creek  in  the  Southeast  corner  of  the  Town,  4 
miles  east  of  Tonawanda  Village. 

First  families  remained  in  Buffalo  until  homes  were  built. 

1846 

First  Lutheran  church  was  built.  Rev.  Stecholtz.  pastor. 
1851 

William  Dornfeld  started  a  Dry  Goods  and  General  store 
in  a  sunken  canal  boat.  He  built  the  Martinsville  Hotel 
where  the  Post  Office  was  located. 

1856 

William  Dornfeld  and  Christian  Fritz  purchased  a  saw 
mill  which  was  built  by  Joseph  Hewitt. 

1860 

Christian  Fritz  built  his  own  mill  and  Dry  Kiln  to  sup- 
ply surrounding  County. 

1861 

Second  Lutheran  Church  built. 
Rev.  P.  Heid,  pastor. 

LUMBER  CITY 

North  Tonawanda  was  chiefly  populated  by  canal  boat- 
men and  their  families.  It  was  in  1848  when  some  Cleveland 
capitalists,  attracted  by  the  possibilities  of  port  advantages, 
as  a  point  for  shipping  lumber  and  grain,  that  this  section 
began  to  grow. 

The  Tonawandas  began  to  assume  the  proportions  of  a 
lumber  port  in  the  latter  part  of  1850  and  1860.  This  activ- 
ity marked  one  of  the  outstanding  periods  in  our  history. 
The  industry  enjoyed  a  steady  expansion  for  nearly  40 
years  before  timber  near  the  water's  edge  of  the  upper  lakes 
became  so  scarce  that  it  could  no  longer  be  shipped  or 
floated  down  to  the  head  of  the  canal.  What  lumber  was  not 
carried  was  floated  and  towed  in  great  log  rafts  chained  to- 
gether and  brought  here  to  be  sawed  into  lumber  and  shin- 
gles. The  whine  of  great  saws  and  the  whir  of  joiners  filled 
the  air  and  men  worked  twelve  hour  shifts  for  one  fifty  to 
two  dollars  per  day.  It  was  a  rugged  existence  but  the  popu- 
lation was  equal  to  the  task  and  our  growth  continued. 

This  new  commerce  coming  to  the  small  villages  was  to 
transform  them  almost  overnight.  Municipal  problems  were 
multiplied  many  times.  Fire  protection  became  a  serious 
matter  and  water  supply  just  as  pressing.  Need  for  better 
transportation  facilities  both  for  workers  and  for  shipping 
out  the  lumber  caused  the  Community  much  concern.  The 
streets,  surfaced  with  loose  gravel  were  practically  impossi- 
ble after  a  rain  and  very  rough  and  full  of  holes,  and  dusty 
when  dry. 


The 

lumber  industry  grew 

more  amazingly  each  year, 

showing  great  gains  in  receipt 

s  in  shipments  of  lumber  as 

the  fo 

llowing  table  prepared 

by  the  Tonawanda  Herald 

shows 

Year 

Lumber  F eet 

Lath  Pes. 

Shingles  Pes. 

1873 

104.909.000 

1  258  000 

1112  000 

71 

144,754.000 

1  506  000 

1 0  500 

75 

1 55.384,805 

6  559  200 

1  3  088  5(  Kl 

76 

207.728,327 

6  1  37  700 

V  / ,  I  <  J  i  ,  i  \J\J 

1  P.  007  500 

77 

221,897,007 

5  1  26  000 

23  249  400 

78 

207,655.122 

3  629  300 

21  435  500 

i-i  A         j  < )  .  *  >\J\  • 

79 

259,699,043 

5  606  400 

30  022  000 

80 

323,370,814 

1  249  600 

22  920  000 

81 

415,070,013 

282  000 

25  271  000 

82 

  433,241,000 

41 8  000 

38  312  000 

83 

  398,871,853 

6  031  850 

55  21  7  000 

84 

 493.268.223 

16  367  000 

66  1 85  000 

85 

498.631.400 

7  652  000 

52  004  0t)0 

86 

505.425.000 

1 1  883  000 

S2  825  000 

87 

501,237,850 

4  076  000 

53  435  000 

88 

569,522,200 

16  61  7  000 

64  90 3  000 

89 

676,01 7,200 

1 1  506  000 

68  712  01 )( ) 

90 

718.650,900 

13,039,600 

52,232,300 

91 

505,512,000 

8,209,800 

52,561,000 

92 

 498,005.000 

6,243,245 

42,809,300 

93 

430,249,000 

13,232.600 

35,257,400 

94 

..  406,538,000 

8,495,450 

**1  TIM) 

95 

421,382,500 

8.547.000 

41  310  650 

96 

469.249.500 

7.195,350 

35  823  200 

CANAL  SHIPMENTS 

Year 

Lumber  Feel 

Year 

Lumber  Feel 

1873 

  89,273,285 

85 

3^  230  3Q1 

74 

115,752,111 

86 

348  932  HI  S 

75 

120,650,742 

87 

341  92^  473 

76 

165,545,742 

88 

."320  1  4Q  423 

77 

188,400,335 

89 

3^0  220  300 

78 

173,085,467 

90 

393,599,620 

79 

206,442,542 

91 

293,211.898 

80 

291,000,000 

92  .. 

286.329.300 

328,886,395 

93 

216.116.532 

82 

326,800,681 

94 

202.1 10.900 

83 

324,528,266 

95 

1 55.886.000 

84 

384,455,535 

96 

185.550.352 

The 

figures  exceeded  those  o 

f  Chicago  in 

882.  when  the 

Tonawandas  became  the  lumber  market  supreme. 


Tonawanda  Island  or  Wilkinson  Island  was  practically  a 
wilderness  being  occupied  only  by  General  Wilkinson  s  old 
mansion  which  for  years  had  even  then  been  falling  into 
decay.  The  Island  was  purchased  in  1881  or  1882  b\  Smith 
Fassett  &  Co. — soon  after  the  bridge  was  built  and  the  wil- 
derness was  gradually  pushed  back  until  now  the  island  is 
entirely  industrial.  The  area  of  the  Island  is  85  acres,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  was  covered  with  lumber  soon  after 
its  purchase  by  Smith  Fassett  &  Co. 
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The  turn  of  the  century  brought  gradual  changes,  and  for 
another  30  years  the  lujmber  industry  slowly  fell  off  until 
now  it  has  been  practically  all  replaced  with  the  industrial 
activities  which  are  grouped  around  the  Iron  and  Steel 
business,  the  finishing  processes  of  the  lumber  industry,  the 
Chemical  Industry,  plastics  and  musical  instruments,  radios 
and  other  related  industries  supplying  modern  demands. 

Leading  Lumber  Firms 
Smith,  Fassett  &  Co. 
Huron  Lumber  Co. 
Calkins  &  Co. 
Rumbold  &  Alliger 
Kilsey  &  Gillespie 
James  B.  Huff 
F.  A.  Myrick 

A.  K.  and  W.  E.  Silverthorne 
Rumbold  &  Bellinger 
Dodge  &  Bliss  Co. 
Oille  &  McKeen 
Robinson  Bros.  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Robertson  &  Doebler 
John  Godkin 

Thompson  Hubman  &  Fisher 
J.  &  T.  Chartlon 

Merriman  &  Merriman,  Export  Lumber  Co. 

Willowghby  &  Hathaway 

W.  H.  Cooper  &  Co. 

W.  Litney  &  Barnes 

Harrison  W.  Tyler 

Wisconsin  Lumber  Co. 

A.  Weston  &  Co. 

W.  H.  Sawyer  Lumber  Co. 

David  G.  Cooper 

Fassett  &  Bellinger 

Frost,  Rider  &  Frost 

Monroe  &  McLean 

Cornelius  Collins 

George  H.  Dainon 

Northern  Lumber  Co. 

J.  S.  Bliss  &  Co.  which  formed  in  1886,  burned  in  1895 
and  occupied  the  grist  mill  which  was  built  by  John  & 
James  Sweeney,  1853. 

Hallister  Lumber  Co. 

L.  A.  Kelsey  Lumber  Co.  established  1886  first  hardwood 
lumber  trade  in  North  Tonawanda. 
W.  E.  Marsh  &  Co. 
W.  H.  Kessler  &  Son 
Flumsteel,  Gillespie  &  Himes 

A.  M.  Dodge  &  Co.  succeeded  by  Dodge  &  Bliss  Co. 

McGraw  &  Co. 

W.  H.  Gratwick  &  Co. 

Gratwick,  Fryer  &  Co.  (Albany) 

Smith,  Gratwick  &  Co.  (Mich.) 

Gratwick,  Smith  &  Fryer  Lumber  Co.  (1880) 

W.  H.  Sawyer  Lumber  Co. 

Skillings,  Whitney  &  Barnes 

Hall  &  Buell 


White  Gratwick  &  Mitchell  Co.,  Inc. 
White  Frost  White 
Dodge  &  Bliss 

The  first  permanent  banking  business  was  founded  by 
Edward  Evans,  on  June  1,  1872 — it  was  succeeded  on  May 
1,  1877  by  the  firm  of  Evans,  Schwinger  &  Co. 

Followed  by  the  State  Bank  on  May  1,  1883.  Paid  up 
capital  of  $100,000. 

OTHER  BUSINESS  CONCERNS: 

Flour  Mill— McDonald  &  Ebersole,  200  Bbls.  per  day. 
Feed  Mill— Franklin  Getz— 1883. 

Carriage  &  Wagon  Works — Mclntyre  &  Miller — 1876. 

Tonawanda  Grain  Elevator — Louis  T.  Fick,  prop. — 1882. 

Niagara  Brewery — George  Zent,  1867  became  Niagara 
River  Brewing  Co.,  1883  and  then  the  Bush  Brewing  Co., 
-1892. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
1872 

Lumber  Men 

Walrach  &  Downer — Manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  all 
kinds  of  lumber,  lathe  and  shingles — Bills  of  lumber  sawed 
to  order. 

Peter  Misner — Receiver,  forwarder  and  dealer  in  lumber, 
timber,  etc.  Lumber  and  timber  bought  and  sold  on  com- 
mission. 

J.  H.  Millener — Manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  Oak  & 
Pine,  Bridge  and  Building  timber,  lathe,  scantling,  boards, 
etc.  Bills  sawed  to  order  with  dispatch,  timber  may  be  ship- 
ped via  N.Y.C.  &  H.R.R.  Co.,  Erie  R.R.  or  Erie  Canal. 

I.  F.  Vincent — Receiver  and  forwarder  of  lumber,  timber, 
stoves,  etc.  Lumber  and  timber  bought  and  sold  on  Commis- 
sion. Unlimited  facilities  for  shipping  both  by  Canal  and 
Lake. 

Brewster  &  Williams — successors  to  Kent  &  Williams — 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  oak  and  pine.  Bridge  &  Build- 
ing. Timber,  Scantling,  Joists,  Lath,  Pickets,  etc.  Bills  saw- 
ed to  order. 

John  A.  C.  Dougal — Receiver  and  forwarder  of  lumber, 
timber,  stoves,  etc.  Timber  and  lumber  bought  and  sold  on 
Commission.  Office  Sweeney  Street — North  Tonawanda. 

A.  G.  Kent — Dealer  in  lumber  and  timber.  Office  Webster 
Street,  North  Tonawanda. 

Evans,  Kilmaster  &  Co. — dealer  in  Michigan  and  Cana- 
dian round  and  square  timber. 

George  Wenz — Fashionable  Barber  &  Hair  Dresser,  good 
selection  of  paper  collars  always  on  hand,  Shop  Enschwin- 
ger  Block,  upstairs. 

Nice,  Hinkley  &  Co. — Ship  chandlers  &  Grocers,  dealers 
in  hardware,  paints,  glass,  lard  and  paint  oils. 

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

Gorwood  L.  Judd — -Attorney  and  Counsellor  at  Law  in 
the  several  Courts  of  this  state  and  the  United  States. 

B.  H.  Long — Attorney  and  Counsellor  at  Law,  South  Ca- 
nal Street. 
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Wm.  T.  Bush — Attorney  and  Counsellor  at  Law.  Bush's 
Block,  South  Canal  Street. 

Frederick  Sommer — Dealer  in  groceries,  provisions, 
crockery,  glass,  stone  ware,  flour,  feed,  etc.  Webster  St.  cor- 
ner of  Sweeney — smoking  and  chewing  tobacco  of  all  kinds. 

J.  X.  Batt,  proprietor  Tonawanda  Grist  and  Shingle  Mill, 
custom  grinding  done  to  order.  Sweeney  Street. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT 
1884 

A  proposition  to  lay  four  miles  of  pipe  and  construct  a 
pumping  station  and  boiler  house  from  the  Michigan  Pipe 
Company  at  a  total  cost  of  $20,000  was  investigated. 

1885 

Several  local  citizens  were  given  permission  to  form  a 
water  company  and  a  project  was  started  which  was  first  in 
private  control  and  then  taken  over  by  the  municipality. 
Eventually  the  Council  transformed  it  into  the  modern  sys- 
tem which  today  provides  pure  filtered  water  from  the 
Niagara  River.  Water  pipes  were  made  of  wood  and  occa- 
sionally even  now  one  is  brought  to  light  in  excavation  in 
good  state  of  preservation,  these  were  supplied  by  the  Hob- 
bie  Ayrault  Co.  which  began  production  in  1857. 

Incorporated  in  1885.  Capital  $50,000.  Water  obtained 
by  the  Holley  System  from  the  Niagara  River  and  supplied 
both  villages  of  Tonawanda  and  North  Tonawanda. 

At  the  Council  House  on  Thompson  street  the  public  ap- 
proved a  proposition  to  permit  the  new  company  to  install 
72  hydrants  in  the  six  miles  of  wooden  main  it  was  to 
install. 

1885 

In  January  of  1885  a  progressive  citizenry  with  George 
P.  Smith  as  founder  organized  the  first  municipal  water 
works  system  after  many  offers  were  considered  by  private 
concerns. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  man  of  many  plans  for  his  village.  He 
organized  two  trolley  companies,  building  lines  to  Buffalo 
and  operating  service  in  both  Tonawandas.  He  had  fran- 
chises for  cross  town  lines  but  did  not  use  them.  He  also 
built  the  only  "skyscraper"  at  Webster  and  Tremont  street, 
the  Smith  Hotel  and  assisted  in  the  development  of  other 
portions  of  the  business  section. 

The  new  Water  Company  consisted  of  the  following  be- 
sides George  P.  Smith: 

Benjamin  L.  Rand  Max  A.  Schweder 

J.  F.  Vincent  J.  Spillman 

J.  S.  Bliss  A.  G.  Kent 

A.  C.  Campbell  G.  B.  Vandervoort 

James  N.  Pinner  W.  D.  Murray 

J.  M.  Chopin  T.  S.  Fassett 

A.  A.  Bellinger  Fred  Grossman 

James  H.  Rand  H.  M.  Stocum 

L.  G.  Stanley  Clara  Nice 

F.  L.  Clark  Lewis  A.  DeGraff 

C.  F.  Browning  William  Haedlehen 

A.  H.  Crown  P.  S.  Humphrey 

H.  Burns  James  R.  Smith 

C.  Schwinger 


1885 

Activity  of  the  new  water  company  was  the  highlight  of 
this  year.  In  September,  village  President  Thompson  and 
Trustees  Batt  and  Oelkers  took  a  flat  boat  out  into  the  river 
past  Little  Island  and  at  intervals  on  the  way  across  filled 
jugs  with  water  sealing  them  and  marking  the  location.  A 
Buffalo  chemist  after  analyzing  the  contents  of  the  various 
containers  showed  that  the  best  water  was  obtained  about 
half  way  across. 

The  new  water  works  was  tested  Dec.  24.  1886  in  the 
presence  of  village  officials,  firemen,  residents  and  visitors 
from  Tonawanda  and  other  communities.  The  event  was 
well  advertised  in  advance.  According  to  the  previous 
agreement  the  company  was  to  furnish  sufficient  pressure  to 
throw  streams  of  water  from  12  separate  hvdrants  at  least 
80  feet  in  the  air. 

The  day  of  the  test  was  cold  and  a  high  wind  prevailed, 
causing  many  persons  to  expect  failure.  But  contrary  to 
pessimistic  anticipations  the  new  hydrants  hurled  columns 
of  water  from  85  to  125  feet  perpendicularly  into  the  air, 
the  village  records  show.  Special  commendation  was  voted 
the  company  for  the  efficient  performance  of  the  new  hy- 
drants. 

This  new  method  of  throwing  water  on  a  fire  relegated 
the  steam  pumper  to  comparative  inactivity. 

WORLD  WAR  I 

North  Tonawanda  men  were  represented  in  every  branch 
of  the  service  during  the  war.  At  the  opening,  local  candi- 
dates for  officers'  positions  were  sent  to  training  camps  at 
Madison  barracks,  Fort  Niagara  and  the  Great  Lakes  Train- 
ing Station.  When  the  Draft  law  became  effective  most  of 
the  men  taken  were  sent  to  Camp  Dix  and  Camp  Upton. 

Co.  K.  74th  Infantry  was  used  for  guard  duty  until  Au- 
gust of  1918  when  it  was  designated  as  a  company  of  the 
108th  Infantry  and  sent  to  the  western  battle  front  with  the 
27th  Division.  Here  our  boys  did  valiant  work  in  breaking 
the  Hindenburg  Line  and  in  other  offensives. 

At  home  other  men  formed  the  Home  Guard  to  do  local 
guard  duty  while  the  women  of  the  community  volunteered 
for  Red  Cross  duty  and  the  Boy  Scouts  sold  War  Savings 
stamps. 

37  boys  from  North  Tonawanda  made  the  supreme  sacri- 
fice in  World  War  I.  Their  names  are  inscribed  on  the 
heroes  Memorial  midway  across  the  Webster  Street  Bridge. 

ROLL  CALL 
Ammerman,  John  B.  Runge,  Walter  F. 

Badrow,  John  F.  Tidball,  Zan  E. 

Barron,  William  Velia,  Ernest  T. 

Beaulac,  Leon  J.  Miller,  Fred  D. 

Broecker,  Charles  F.  Zielinski,  Frank 

Brzostowicz,  Joseph  Gottschalk,  Otto 

Burrow,  Albert  Hartman,  Albert  C. 

Evans,  Nicholas  Hathaway,  Sanger 

Exner,  William  P.  Hauser,  Ernest 

Fitgerald,  Chester  R.  Herman,  Louis  J. 

Gombert,  Harvey  Hoffmeister,  Benjamin 

Mundie,  J.  Donald  Moeller,  Benjamin 
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Nolan,  Marlin  F. 
Prostowicz,  Peter 
Pohlman.  William 
Rathgeber,  George 
Rogers.  James  M. 
Roth,  John  E. 
Hubert.  John 


Jones.  Walter  S. 
KaufTman,  Flmer 
Kuebriek.  John  W. 
hubs,  Frederick  W. 
Martin.  George  W. 
Meyers.  Edward  J. 


GRAND  ISLAND  BRIDGES 

Madeira  Frontier  Bridge  Commission  (19351 

Paul  A.  Schoellkopf.  pres. 
Samuel  B.  Botsford  Joseph  G.  Fisher 

Edward  G.  Zeller  Henry  P.  Werner 

Daniel  S.  Bellinger  Mathew  D.  Young 

Niagara  Frontier  Slate  Park  Commission  I  1935) 

Henry  P.  Werner,  pres. 
Paul  A.  Sehoellkopf  Charles  C.  Egbert 

John  J.  Lanahan  Robert  H.  Gettins 

Dow  Vrotnan 

Grand  Island  bridges  formalh  opened  and  dedicated  on 
July  15.  1935. 

The  Niagara  Frontier  Bridge  Commission  met  on  June  1. 
1929.  George  C.  Diehl  was  appointed  Engineer  and  George 
G.  Davidson.  Jr.  received  the  appointment  as  the  attorney 
for  the  proposed  construction  of  the  Grand  Island  Bridges. 
In  this  same  year  Governor  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  approved 
an  appropriation  of  $250,000  to  purchase  land  for  the  ap- 
proaches. The  total  cost  of  this  project  was  approximately 
8  million  dollars. 

The  Bill  authorizing  the  creation  of  the  Niagara  Frontier 
Bridge  Commission  was  signed  on  April  13.  1929  by  Gov- 
ernor F.  D.  Roosevelt.  The  following  was  the  original 
membership : 

Emmanuel  Boasburg 
Roseoe  R.  Mitchell 
Frank  M.  Beck 
Dr.  David  S.  Bellinger 
Mathew  D.  Young 
Paul  A.  Schoellkopf 

VILLAGE  SEPARATION 

The  Village  of  Tonawanda  had  the  unique  position  of  be- 
ing in  two  counties.  The  two  wards  south  of  Tonawanda 
Creek  were  in  Erie  County  and  the  third  on  the  north  side 
was  in  Niagara  County. 

The  beginning  of  the  movement  which  resulted  in  North 
Tonawanda  withdrawing  from  the  original  village  is  cred- 
ited to  a  resolution  offered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees on  May  6.  1854.  This  resolution  provided  that  all 
money  collected  from  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  First 
Ward,  known  as  North  Tonawanda,  should  be  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  streets  of  that  Ward.  The  resolution 
was  tabled. 

Various  discussion  and  resolutions  in  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees followed  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  tabled  in 
May  and  dealing  with  the  money  for  street  work.  This  re- 
sulted finally  in  the  board  adopting  a  resolution  in  October 


1855  authorizing  a  special  election  on  the  proposal  of  North 
Tonawanda  to  withdraw  from  the  Village  of  Tonawanda. 

The  legislature  in  1857  authorized  North  Tonawanda  to 
separate  from  Tonawanda  as  a  municipal  corporation.  In 
March  of  that  year  the  Tonawanda  Board  of  Trustees  again 
divided  Tonawanda  into  three  wards,  excluding  North  Tona- 
wanda. 

An  odd  fact  about  the  resolution  authorizing  the  special 
election  on  the  withdrawal  of  North  Tonawanda  is  that  no 
specific  mention  exists  in  the  minutes  of  the  trustees  follow- 
ing the  election  or  the  result  thereof.  But  the  Legislature  in 
1857  passed  an  act  providing  for  the  separation  of  North 
Tonawanda  from  the  village  of  Tonawanda. 

This  act  provided  for  the  governing  of  North  Tonawanda 
as  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Wheatfield.  and  it  remained  such 
for  8  years.  In  1865.  the  enabling  act  was  passed  creating 
the  Village  of  North  Tonawanda  which  finally  by  an  Act  of 
the  legislature  on  April  24.  1897  became  the  City  of  North 
Tonawanda. 

TROLLEY  LINES 

The  trolley  lines  were  the  main  means  of  transportation 
preceding  the  bus  service  of  today.  There  were  four  main 
lines  operating  within  our  city  limits: 

I  1  I  The  old  Buffalo-Niagara  Falls  Line  was  opened 
September  20,  1895.  It  operated  from  the  foot  of  Main 
street  in  Buffalo  to  Sweeney  street.  Payne  Avenue  to  the 
Gratwick  Trestle  which  took  the  cars  over  the  Erie  and 
^ew  York  Central  railroads  at  the  north  end  of  the  city 
limits  (the  stone  abutments,  the  only  evidence  of  this  line 
are  still  standing)  then  down  the  River  Road  to  Buffalo 
avenue  to  the  foot  of  Falls  street  and  return.  There  are 
many  happy  memories  of  rides  to  the  Falls  on  week  ends 
and  holidays.  This  line  was  discontinued  July  1,  1922.  The 
car  barns  which  stood  on  the  east  end  of  the  Gratwick  tres- 
tle were  demolished  about  November  26.  1935. 

(2)  Gratwick  Line 

This  was  known  as  the  Buffalo.  Kenmore  and  Tonawanda 
Line  and  was  opened  on  June  30,  1894.  This  route  came 
across  the  bridges  from  Young  &  Delaware  down  Main  street 
to  Goundry,  to  Vandervoort  street,  to  Robinson  street  to 
Oliver  street  to  the  intersection  with  the  Ward  Road  and  re- 
turn. This  was  the  local  and  well  patronized.  It  was  discon- 
tinued on  July  1.  1922. 

(3)  The  Lockport  Line  used  the  tracks  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road and  the  first  station  was  Goundry  street  where  a  wait- 
ing room  and  newsstand  stood  for  a  long  while.  The  next 
stops  were  Oliver  street.  Payne  avenue,  Division  street  and 
the  Boulevard  in  Martinsville  and  thence  to  Lockport  and 
return.  This  line  was  used  by  those  having  business  in  the 
County  seat  and  carried  a  great  many  passengers  before  the 
advent  of  the  auto  and  the  bus. 

1 4 )     The  "High  Speed"  Line 

This  line  was  officially  opened  on  June  9.  1918  and  for 
a  long  while  was  the  fastest  and  most  comfortable  mode  of 
travel  between  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls.  The  time  from 
the  foot  of  Main  street.  Buffalo  to  the  foot  of  Falls  street. 
Niagara  Falls  was  approximately  one  hour.  This  line  was 
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discontinued  August  20,  1937  and  demolition  began  Sep- 
tember 28,  1937.  The  City  recently  purchased  the  right  of 
way  which  is  a  high  embankment  running  north  along  Di- 
vision street  from  the  Canal  across  Wheatfield  toward  Walck 
Road  where  it  tapers  down  to  a  normal  level  at  the  Payne 
avenue  crossing.  A  large  part  of  the  fill  in  the  "China  Wall" 
came  from  the  old  Payne  Hill  which  was  a  famous  sleighing 
and  skiing  spot  in  the  winters  of  the  good  old  days.  The 
removal  of  the  fill  and  eradication  of  the  only  evidence  of 
this  route  is  now  under  way. 

VILLAGE  PRESIDENTS 

JAMES  CARNEY   1868 

FRANKLIN  WARREN    1872-73 

C.  W.  WATKINS   1874-75 

FRANKLIN  WARREN   1876 

C.  W.  WATKINS    1877-78 

F.  S.  FASSETT    1879 

ALEXANDER  McBAIN    1880 

JOHN  TAYLOR   1881-82 

WILLIAM  GOMBERT   1883 

CONRAD  BACKER    1884 

JAMES  S.  THOMPSON    1885-87 

FRED  SOMMERS    1888-89 

JOSEPH  PITTS   1890 

BENJAMIN  F.  FELTON   1891 

JOHN  E.  OELKERS   1892 

JAMES  S.  THOMPSON    1893-94 

GEORGE  STANLEY   1895 

(resigned,  succeeded  by  E.  C.  McDonald) 
LEVANT  R.  VANDERVOORT  1896 
ALBERT  E.  McKEEN   1897 


ORGANIZATION 
1808 

Niagara  County,  established  March  11,  1808,  erected 
from  Genesee  County.   Buffalo  was  the  county  seat. 

1821 

Erie  County  which  was  established  on  April  2,  1821  in- 
cluded that  territory  of  the  boundaries  of  old  Niagara  Coun- 
ty south  of  the  middle  of  Tonawanda  Creek. 

1836 

Oh  April  16,  1836  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  was  set  off 
from  the  Town  of  Buffalo  and  included  Grand  Island  which 
became  a  township  in  1852. 

1836 

Town  of  Wheatfield  was  established  on  May  12,  1836 
and  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  June  6th  of  that  year. 

1857 

Gravel  Incident  and  separation  from  the  Village  of  Tona- 
wanda. Then  for  8  years  merely  a  part  of  the  Town  of 
Wheatfield. 


1865 

The  Village  of  North  Tonawanda  was  incorporated  on 
May  8,  1865.  It  had  a  population  of  440  and  an  area  of 
681  acres. 

1897 

The  Village  of  North  Tonawanda  became  a  City  on  April 
24,  1897 — Henry  E.  Warner — Assemblyman. 


1817 

The  first  steamer  navigating  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake 
Erie  was  built  in  Black  Rock  in  1817.  Her  engines  lacked 
sufficient  power  to  drive  the  boat  against  the  river  current, 
so  teams  of  oxen  were  hitched  to  the  boat  by  rope  and 
helped  pull  the  steamer  to  Buffalo,  where  the  engines  mov- 
ed the  unwieldly  craft  to  the  lake. 

Black  Rock  at  this  time  had  considerable  lake  commerce. 
Sailing  vessels  were  towed  to  the  lake  by  oxen  attached  to 
long  ropes,  the  boats  having  no  trouble  sailing  down  from 
Buffalo  and  the  lake. 

1817 

Garrett  Van  Slyke  maintained  a  tavern  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Creek — also  maintained  a  rope  ferry  over  the  creek 
at  this  point. 

The  laws  of  1838  provided  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Tonawanda  and  Ellicott  Creeks  to  promote  navigation  of 
these  streams  in  connection  with  the  canal. 

A  report  to  the  legislature  in  1820  said  that  improving 
natural  channels  as  parts  of  the  canal  system  was  not  ad- 
visable, except  the  Tonawanda  Creek  which  was  said  to  af- 
ford an  example  of  "a  quite  narrow  bay."  The  report  was 
signed  by  Dewitt  Clinton,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.  Samuel 
Young,  Myron  Holley,  and  Henry  Seymour.  A  report  in 
1824  from  the  Canal  Commissioners  states  that  "a  great 
part  of  the  Niagara  River  above  the  Falls  is  now  a  harbor 
for  lake  shipping  at  all  times  more  easy  of  access  and  more 
secure  than  any  other.  The  harbor  may  be  entered  at  Tona- 
wanda with  ten  miles  less  of  Canal  navigation  than  Black 
Rock  Harbor  and  fourteen  miles  less  than  Buffalo." 

1825 

William  Williams  established  a  ferry  over  the  Niagara 
River  in  1825,  acting  under  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature. 
This  ran  from  the  South  side  of  Tonawanda  Creek  to  Grand 
Island.  James  Sweeney  was  also  given  the  right  to  operate 
a  like  ferry  on  the  North  side  of  the  Creek. 

1829 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1829  chartered  the  Ellicott 
Creek  Slack  Water  Navigation  Co.  to  maintain  slack  water 
navigation  in  the  creek  by  means  of  dams  or  locks  from 
Williamsville  to  the  junction  of  the  Creek  with  Tonawanda 
Creek. 

1838 

Dr.  Jesse  F.  Locke  was  the  first  resident  physician  to  lo- 
cate in  the  Tonawandas,  starting  practice  in  the  village  in 
1838  and  continuing  until  his  death  in  1860. 

The  Pioneer  lumberman  was  Henry  P.  Smith.  In  1840 
John  Simson  began  operating  a  planing  mill. 
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CENTENNIAL 
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO  NORTH  TONAWANDA 


In  a  Century  of  Progress,  the  busi- 
ness     climate   in  North   Tonawanda  has 

inspired  the  growth  and  development  of 
local  industries.  Durez  is  proud  to  be 
part  of  this  industrial  history. 

As  the  community  has  grown,  so  has 
Durez.  From  simple  beginnings,  with 
five  employees  in  an  upstairs  loft  on 
Young  Street  in  the  founding  year,  we 
have  become  an  employer  of  nearly  1100 
men  and  women  in  an  expansive  plant 
on  Walck  Road  which  is  continually  be- 
ing improved  and  enlarged. 

Founded  in  1921,  for  nearly  half  a 
century  Durez  has  produced  quality 
plastics     at  North  Tonawanda.  Progress 


is  people  ...  and  we  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  acknowledge  the  skills  and 
abilities  of  your  friends  and  neighbors 
in  helping  Durez  to  become  the  largest 
manufacturer  of  phenolic  resins  and 
molding  compounds  in  the  world.  We 
also  manufacture  Hetron  (R)  polyester 
resins  and  Hetrofoam  (R),  a  rigid 
urethane  foam. 

During  the  last  decade,  since  Durez 
joined  Hooker  Chemical  Corporation,  we 
have  spent  several  million  dollars  on 
plant  improvements  and  expansions. 
Our  large  investments  of  the  past  and 
our  plans  for  the  future  are  our  ex- 
pression of  confidence  in  North  Tona- 
wanda's     potential  for  future  prosperity. 


DUREZ  PLASTIC 
HOOKER  CHEMH 
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HOOKER 

CHEMICALS 

PLASTICS 


DIVISION 
L  CORPORATION 
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PAVING  WEBSTER  STREET 


GRAND  ISLAND 
1833 

It  was  this  venture  that  brought  Daniel  Payne  Baxter, 
New  England  expert  millwright  to  this  spot.  He- brought 
his  four  sons.  Baxter's  specialty  was  erecting  sawmills  and 
putting  in  the  machinery.  He  and  his  sons  settled  on  Grand 
Island.  Later  two  of  his  sons  immigrated  to  the  West  in 
Prairie  Schooners. 

The  Boston  Company's  Store  brought  Louis  S.  Payne  as 
clerk.  Stephen  White,  manager  of  the  East  Boston  Co.  at 
this  time  purchased  Tonawanda  Island  as  his  home.  He  built 
the  mansion  which  stood  on  the  South  end  of  this  Island. 
Daniel  Webster  through  his  interests  in  this  company  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  this  section,  staying  at  the  White  Mansion 
on  such  visits. 

1847 

Lewis  S.  Payne  built  a  home  in  what  is  now  North  Tona- 
wanda in  1847.  It  was  then  the  first  ward  of  the  Village  of 
Tonawanda.  This  home  was  located  near  the  crossing  of  the 
Canandaigua  Branch  of  the  N.Y.C.  Railway  over  Tona- 
wanda Creek.  Nearby  stood  the  first  sawmill  in  North  Tona- 
wanda. 

Later  Col.  Payne  became  one  of  our  most  prominent  citi- 
zens. Today  a  public  school  built  on  land  donated  by  his 
heirs  is  named  after  him.  He  is  also  credited  with  causing 
New  York  to  build  the  State  Ditches  in  this  section  which 
reclaimed  much  waste  land. 

1849 

In  1849  the  Cleveland  Commercial  Co.  bought  500  feet 
of  river  frontage  and  built  an  elevator  capable  of  storing 
250,000  bushels  of  wheat.  This  company  made  improve- 
ments to  the  harbor  and  gave  a  public  square  to  Tonawanda 
as  well  as  selling  many  building  lots  on  long  credit.  The 
elevator  burned  in  1857  and  the  concern  moved  to  Buffalo. 


FIRMS 

McGraw  &  Co. 

Occupied  an  area  of  6%  acres  on  Manhattan  street.  Their 
main  dock  was  400  feel  long  with  two  slips  600  feet  deep. 
Capacity  for  storage  was  10  mill  ion  feet  of  rough  lumber 
and  Yz  million  feet  of  dressed  ceiling,  siding,  flooring, 
shingles  and  lath. 

New  York  Central  Railroad  siding  loaded  lumber  from 
Lake  boats — this  location  had  a  convenient  access  to  the 
Erie  Canal  and  was  a  very  favorable  business  location. 

MEMBERS:  John  McGraw,  J.  H.  McGraw,  C.  B.  Cur- 
tiss,  Ira  D.  Bennett,  A.  J.  Hathaway,  yard  foreman. 

W.  H.  Gratwick  &  Co. 

This  lumber  concern  was  located  about  IV2  miles  down 
the  river  from  the  Canal.  Subsidiaries  of  this  company  were 
in  the  East.  Gratwick  &  Fryer  &  Co.  (Robert  S.  Fryer  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.)  and  Smith,  Gratwick  &  Co.  (Edward  Smith) 
in  Michigan. 

Capital— $500,000 
Employed — 450  men 

This  concern  owned  31,000  acres  of  pine  in  northern 
Michigan  with  two  mills  having  an  annual  output  of  28 
million  feet — this  was  transported  to  Tonawanda  in  barges 
and  forwarded  to  eastern  markets  by  cunal  and  rail. 

They  dealt  exclusively  in  their  own  production.  They  had 
a  frontage  of  803  feet  with  a  water  slip  and  an  additional 
dock  of  600  feet.  Tracks  of  the  Erie  and  Central  Railroads 
led  to  these  docks  and  their  cars  were  loaded  from  the  boats. 
Before  this  section  was  filled  in  by  the  dumping  of  the  slag 
from  the  Iron  Works  the  docks  had  to  be  built  300  feet  out 
to  reach  a  depth  of  13  feet  sufficient  to  float  the  largest 
craft  on  the  lakes. 

The  cost  of  the  land,  docks  and  buildings — $25,000.  The 
stock  on  hand  of  planed  and  dressed  lumber  averaged  from 
4  million  to  8  million  feet  with  a  large  supply  of  shingles 
and  lath. 

Niagara  River  Iron  Co. 

Organized  in  1872       Capital  $400,000. 

They  purchased  165  acres  of  land  from  M.  Bush.  The 
buildings  were  erected  in  1873  and  manufacturing  opera- 
tions began  the  same  year.  The  blast  furnace  was  designed 
for  an  output  of  50  tons  of  pig  iron  per  day.  Their  dock 
was  500  feet  long  and  reached  a  10  foot  depth  of  water. 
There  was  an  engine  on  this  dock  for  raising  freight  from 
vessels.  The  buildings  occupied  an  area  of  4  acres  and 
branch  tracks  of  the  Central  were  built  into  the  yard. 

MEMBERSHIP: 
P.  P.  Pratt,  president 
Josiah  Jewett.  vice  president 
H.  H.  Gleney 
George  B.  Hays 
F.  L.  Danforth 
B.  F.  Felton 
S.  S.  Jewett 
The  present  buildings  were  erected  in  1895. 
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The  Tonawanda  Engine  &  Machine  Co. 

The  shop  was  located  in  the  rear  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Depot  on  Oliver  street  and  occupied  an  area  of  150  feet 
square.  They  manufactured  steam  engines  and  boilers  and 
also  castings  for  farm  implements. 

Membership :    James  Armitage  George  C.  Herschell 

Allen  Herschell  George  A.  Gillis 

Pickard  &  Simpson  Mfg.  Co. 

Organized  for  the  manufacture  of  Pickards  patent  vehicle 
axle  boxes. 

Membership:    R.  F.  Pickard  A.  H.  Pickard 

John  Simpson  E.  H.  Hewitt 

E.  B.  Simpson  H.  H.  Pickard 

COL.  LEWIS  S.  PAYNE 

Settled  in  1841 

Built  the  first  steam  saw  mill  1 847 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  at  his  own  expense,  he  formed  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers,  a  part  of  the  100th  Regiment  which  was 
recruited  from  Western  New  York  in  Buffalo.  He  landed  at 
Newport  News,  Va.  in  April  1862  with  his  regiment  and 
formed  a  part  of  Casey's  Division  of  McClellan's  Army  in 
the  famous  Peninsula  Campaign.  His  regiment  took  up  their 
position  on  White  Oak  Station;  Col.  Payne  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Williamsburg  and  Seven  Pines. 

He  was  elected  Niagara  County  Clerk  in  1865  and  a 
Member  of  the  Assembly  in  1869.  He  was  elected  Senator 
from  the  old  29th  Senatorial  District  in  1844,  the  first  Dem- 
ocrat ever  elected  in  this  subdivision.  Through  his  efforts 
the  state  dug  ditches  and  reclaimed  much  lowland  in  this 
area  which  was  flooded  the  biggest  part  of  the  year. 

One  of  the  most  colorful  figures  in  our  history,  his  name 
is  carried  by  the  elementary  school  built  on  the  old  Payne 
Kstate. 

1886 

Central  Fire  Headquarters  suggested. 

Lease  a  part  of  the  Gravel  pit  property  on  Robinson 
street  from  the  New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  Western  railroad. 

ELECTION 
1887 

J.  S.  Thompson — Village  President 

L.  R.  Vandervoort — Trustee 

Jos.  Potts — Trustee 

C.  J.  Winter— Collector 

Win.  J.  Kage — Treasurer 

John  Martin — Assessor 

Wm.  A.  Hartwig — Assessor 

1888 

Webster  Street  paved. 

Fred  Sommer  elected  president. 

Albert  Fritz.  George  E.  Hill.  E.  C.  McDonald.  H.  V.  Bur- 
ger— Trustees. 

C.  J.  Winter—  Collector. 

J.  Kage — Treasurer. 

Clark  &  N.  Beckrich  Assessors. 

$800  voted  for  a  new  Hook  &  Ladder  truck. 

$900  for  fire  hose. 


$750  for  hose  tower. 
$2900  for  street  lighting. 
T.  E.  Warner  appointed  Clerk. 
E.  C.  Pay  ne — Attorney. 

C.  J.  Taylor  as  streets  commissioner  at  $2.00  per  da\ 
for  the  time  put  in. 

M.  J.  Wattengel — Fire  Chief. 

Charles  Kohler — Police  Chief. 

John  Kelley  &  John  Ryan — police  constables. 

James  Ryan -  Janitor. 

Board  of  Health- James  H.  Rami.  G.  L.  Judd,  Dr.  C.  C. 
Schmidt.  Dr.  W.  L.  Blighton,  L.  1).  Fbersol  ami  J.  G.  Paul. 

1888 

Two  miles  of  water  main  extensions  were  authorized  in 
supplementary  contracts  with  Tonawanda  Water  Co. 

INCORPORATION  AS  A  CUV 
1897 

April  24 

Albert  E.  McKeen  Mayor. 

First  Council 

William  Nelles 

Martin  Wurl 

John  Kaiser  I  chairman  > 

Wm.  M.  Gillie 

Leonard  Wiedeman 

William  Ostwald 

August  Wendt 

Peter  D.  Hershey 

Fred  F.  Wagenschulz 

Hector  M.  Stocum    Cil\  Treasurer 

Albert  R.  Smith  Judge 

W  illiam  Wright  \ 

Finest  Kleiner  VAssessors 

Herman  O.  Kaj!c  j 

Garwood  L.  Judd  | 

Caleb  V.  Watkins  V  Justices  ol  (he  Peace 
Jeremiah  Lawler  j 
( ionstables: 

Charles  Proefrock.  Michael  Meyers.  John  Miller.  Julius 
Fritz.  Albert  Gombert 
Supervisors : 

Charles  Kohler.  Conrad  J.  Winter  and  John  H.  Bolliei 
Glerk    Thomas  F.  Warner 
Attorney    August  F.  P  rem  us 
Welfare  Commissioner— -Hiram  W.  Jacobs 
Physician  -  Henry  Pritcher 
Engineer— -Thomas  W.  Ban  all  \ 
Supt.  of  Water    S.  G  Woodruff 
Supt.  of  Public  W'orks    James  F.  Davison 

1899 

One  franchise  approved  b\  the  Council  was  \etoed  by 
Mayor  Oille  because  he  thought  il  did  not  favor  the  City 
enough  and  did  not  stipulate  rates.  Another  draft  was  sub- 
mitted a  few  months  later  when  the  City  asked  for  a  free 
telephone  in  the  Fire  Chiefs  residence.   This  was  also  re- 
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1900 

jected  by  the  City,  this  time  by  the  Council  and  in  1900 
definite  term.';  on  which  the  City  would  do  business  were 
outlined  by  the  Aldermen.  These  included  a  term  not  to 
exceed  50  years,  a  flat  rate  in  the  City  and  to  Tonawanda 
of  not  more  than  $36  for  a  business  phone  and  $18  for  a 
private  phone,  ten  free  telephones  to  the  City  offices  and  a 
guarantee  of  ample  protection  to  the  City  and  its  residents 
from  damage  and  injury  from  the  lines.  The  toll  charge 
to  Martinsville  was  25c.  The  franchise  with  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Co.  after  5  years  approval  by  the  Council  and 
rejection  by  the  Mayor,  finally  was  passed  during  Mayor 
Smoyer's  term.    The  City  got  eight  free  telephones. 

Another  project  of  the  Aldermen  was  the  obtaining  of  a 
three  cent  fare  on  the  Gratwick  trolley  between  North  Tona- 
wanda and  Gratwick. 

1899 

In  the  election  of  1899  the  proposition  of  spending 
$30,000  for  sewers  in  Ironton  and  40  streets  east  of  Oliver 
street  was  voted  on,  also  $9,000  for  reconstruction  of  the 
Council  House  in  Thompson  street. 

1901 

Mayor  Oille 

Council:  William  Ostwald,  pres.,  Joseph  Jaeger,  John  F. 
Kohl,  William  P.  Magel,  Fred  J.  Rhodes,  August  F.  Hart- 
wig,  J.  P.  Mackenzie,  Norman  B.  Zimmerman,  John  A.  Stitt. 

Attorney — James  P.  Lindsay 

City  Clerk — P.  H.  Cramer 

Budget— $70,000 

1902 

The  City  entertained  Western  New  York  Volunteer  Fire- 
men Association. 

The  Board  of  Trade  was  active  and  stated  the  population 
was  over  10,000. 

1903 

Dr.  Henry  Smoyer  became  Mayor 

The  City  accepted  a  gift  of  $20,000  from  Andrew  Carne- 
gie for  the  library. 

City  Clerk — George  P.  Smith 
Council  President — J.  P.  Mackenzie 

1904 

Judge — Albert  R.  Smith 
Assessor — William  J.  Stieg 

Aldermen  at  large — Glen  McConnell  and  Robert  Grainge, 

Jr. 

Supervisors:   William  M.  Merrill 

John  H.  Bollier 

Conrad  Winter 
Aldermen:   Louis  T.  Fick,  John   Thielke  and   Fred  J. 
Rhodes,  John  F.  Kohl,  president 
City  Attorney :  Dow  Vroman 

1905 

James  P.  Mackenzie — Mayor 
Treasurer — Lyman  C.  Stanley 
Assessor — Henry  A.  Ferris 


Aldermen  at  large    August  F.  Hartwig 
Aldermen:  Frank  Morganty,  Lewis  H.  Swan,  Charles  W. 
Lorenz.  Peter  Schurr,  Fugene  DeKleist — Council  Pres. 
Clerk — George  J.  Smith 
Attorney — Ray  M.  Stanley 
Supt.  of  Water  Wks.  -John  B.  Batt 
Public  Works  Commissioner — Hugh  McLean,  Jr. 
Registrar    Jay  Tillotson 

1906 

Aldermen:  Herman  Rosebrock,  Thomas  F.  Warner,  Louis 
T.  Fick,  John  C.  Thielke  and  Fred  J.  Rhodes 
Assessor — John  O.  Magaffin 
Council  President — Louis  T.  Fick 
Attorney — Louis  T.  Payne 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  on  March  26,  1906  presented 
a  resolution  limiting  the  speed  of  "Motor  vehicles  to  one 
mile  in  six  minutes  on  the  city  streets  and  alleys."  (10  miles 
per  hour) . 

1907 

Mayor — Eugene  De  Kleist 

Aldermen:  Norman  B.  Zimmerman,  Charles  W.  Lorenz. 
Lawrence  Donner,  Charles  Lindhurst,  Louis  T.  Fick,  pres., 
Fred  J.  Rhodes,  Herman  Rosebrock,  John  C.  Thielke, 
Thomas  E.  Warner 

George  P.  Smith — City  Clerk. 

NEW  CITY  HALL 
1930 

In  1930  the  new  City  Hall  was  dedicated-  cost  $200,000. 
The  American  Legion  were  given  permission  to  erect  a 
Memorial  Hall. 

1930 

Brought  use  of  municipal  Incinerator  Plant  for  garbage 
and  other  waste  disposal. 

1939 

Three  Mile  Island,  now  the  main  part  of  Ellicott  Creek 
Park,  geographically  a  part  of  the  City  of  North  Tonawanda 
and  Niagara  County,  was  acquired  by  the  County  of  Erie 
in  the  following  manner: 

Three  Mile  Island  in  the  Barge  Canal  at  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  was  created  upon  the 
construction  of  the  Canal  to  a  Barge  Canal.  The  County  of 
Erie  petitioned  the  State  of  New  York  for  its  use,  and  later 
for  its  transfer  into  the  County  of  Erie.  This  was  accom- 
plished on  May  1,  1939,  Chapter  366,  in  accordance  with 
Senate  Bill  No.  1308  dated  March  3,  1939,  and  Assembly 
Bill  No.  1843,  dated  March  6,  1939,  with  the  following 
caption : 

AN  ACT 

"To  transfer  certain  public  park  lands  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Erie  county  park  commission  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Niagara  to  the  county  of  Erie;  to  alter  the  boundary 
between  such  counties;  and  to  provide  that  such  lands  shall 
continue  to  be  under  the  direction,  control  and  management 
of  such  commission  subject  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  five 
hundred  twenty-nine  of  the  laws  of  nineteen  hundred  thirty." 
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BIT'S  OF  INFO 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 
1965 

Louis  Grasso  -  Superintendent 

William  Heppner  -  Assistant  Superintendent 

Marco  Fanzi  -  Assistant 

IN  1965  North  Tonawanda  consists  of  10  1/2  square  miles, 
and  150  miles  of  roadways  maintained  by  the  department 
with   90   pieces    of  rolling  equipment  and  100  employees. 

In  1941,  they  moved  into  their  new  city  garage  on  River 
Road  and  Robinson  Street. 

The  Department  has  its  own  mechanics  and  also  maintains 
the  garbage  incinerator,  as  well  as  lift  stations  in  the  city. 

Their  budget  is  approximately  $600,000,  which  includes  re- 
fuse collection,  snowplowing,  sanitation,  street  cleaning  and 
incinerator. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 


1837  MEETING  OF  CITY  FATHERS 

RESOLUTION:  That  $250  be  raised  for  improvement  of 
highways 

RESOLUTION:  That  a  lawful  fence  shall  be  4  ft.  6  in. 
RESOLUTION:  That  a  bounty  of  $3.00  be  paid  for  each  wild 
cat  destroyed. 

1905 

Abe  Schwartz's  store  sold  mens' shirts  for  69  cents;  leather 
shoes  for  99  cents  a  pair.  Schwartz's  store  has  been  in  the  same 
location  for  60  years,  on  Webster  Street  and  is  now  being 
operated  by  the  third  generation. 

The  $1.30  charged  the  first  patient  at  DeGraff,  on  December 
4,  1914,  was  a  reflection  of  the  family  economy. 

At  Paschen's,  at  the  corner  of  Oliver  and  Schenck,  one  could 
purchase  womens'  coats  of  heavy  chinchilla,  beaver  boucle  and 
cheviots,  on  sale,  at  $7.98. 

Sirloin  steak  at  Frank  Theel's  Market,  at  84  Webster  Street, 
was  22  cents  a  pound,  porterhouse  was  24  cents  and  prime  rib 
roast  was  18  cents. 

At  the  Edwin  I.  Rose  Salesroom  and  Repair  Shop,  112 
Delaware  St.,  one  could  purchase  a  Ford  Runabout  for  $440.  The 
tax  rate  in  North  Tonawanda  was  $5.29  per  thousand. 

June  5,  1866,  Board  of  Trustees  made  and  passed  a  motion 
that  a  laborer  and  a  team  of  horses  be  paid  $4  for  a  10-hour 
day.  Also  city  labor  to  be  10  hours  at  $1.13  per  day. 

1873  -  At  a  meeting  of  the  Village  Board,  they  authorized 
the  Street  Commissioner  to  notify  all  persons  having  timber, 
lumber  or  other  obstacles  in  the  street  to  remove  them  within 
30  days  or  face  charges. 

1873  -  City  fathers  authorized  cross  walks  be  constructed 
across   Webster  Street,   4  ft.  wide  south  of  Tremont  St. 


FOOTBALL 


IN  1893  Frank  J.  Beardley  kept  15  students  after  school, 
and  he  showed  them,  on  the  blackboard,  hand  rugby, 
which  later  was  to  be  known  as  football  at  the  Goundry  Street 
School. 

The  first  game  was  played  on  the  field  where  Felton 
Grammar  School  now  stands.  North  Tonawanda  was  so  success- 
ful in  winning  games,  it  was  hard  to  get  opponents  to  play. 

In  the  first  game,  touchdown  counted  4  points  and  the  goal 
after  2  points.  In  1893,  they  had  only  4  substitutes  and  they  play- 
ed two  30  minute  halves.  There  were  no  helmets  or  shin  guards 
and  the  hair  was  allowed  to  grow  long  to  protect  the  heads. 

In  1894  new  canvas  suits,  padded  at  the  knees  and  leather 
vests  were  made  in  Buffalo  at  a  cost  of  $1.19  per  uniform. 

Members  of  the  1894  team  were: 

Coach  -  Frank  Beardsley 

Center  -  E.  Stanley 

Guards  -  H.  Meyers  and  E.  H.  Smith 

Tackles  -  N.  Kroff  and  E.  Henneberger 

Quarter  Back  -  C.  Robertson 

End  -  W.  Blighton 

Guard  -  E.  Burns 

Halfback  -  R.  Taylor 

Tackle  -  F.  Follendorf 

End  -  G.  Fehrman 

End  -  N.  Wink 

Quarterback  -  F.  Wallace 

Halfback  -  J.  Armitage 

Fullback  -  W.  Robertson 

Halfback  -  C.  Hewitt 


A  NATURAL  DRY  KILN 


TONAWANDA  is  located  on  the  Niagara  River,  between  Lake 
Erie  and  Lake  Ontario.  When  there  is  not  enough  breeze 
to  stir  a  leaf,  a  few  miles  away  from  the  Niagara  River  there 
is  a  current  of  air  following  this  body  of  water.  The  location 
has  been  likened  to  a  chimney  with  a  natural  draft  in  one 
direction  or  another  which  proves  an  effective  agent  in  curing 
the  lumber  in  a  natural,  inexpensive  way.  Another  very  im- 
portant matter  to  be  considered  is  that  Tonawanda  is  located 
away  from  the  dust,  grime  and  smoke  of  the  city,  and  the  lumber 
does  not  blacken  or  stain  while  on  the  yard. 

In  speaking  of  this  superiority  over  other  points  of  con- 
centration, an  old  time  lumberman  of  the  Tonawandas  recently 
said,  "The  Niagara  River  forms  a  veritable  flue  and  gives  a 
natural  draft  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario.  This  draft 
is  of  great  assistance  to  the  lumberman  because  it  dries  the 
lumber  cleanly  and  thoroughly.  The  winds  from  the  west  follow 
the  water  courses  between  the  lakes  and  not  being  laden  with 
cinders,  coal  smoke  and  gases,  the  lumber  does  not  depreciate 
in  value  when  on  the  yards." 
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NEWELL  MARGARET  E. 
Personalized  Real  Estate  Service 

NEWELL  REALTOR 

MEMBER  OF  N.Y.  STATE  SOCIETY  OF  REAL  ESTATE  APPRAISERS 


Congratulations 


ST.  MARY'S  MANUFACTURING 


1254  Erie  Ave. 


North  Tonawanda,  N.Y. 


FASHIONS 
HOME  STYLE  SHOWS 


•  •  •  • 


.  .  .  Bring  you  delightful,  colorful  FASHIONS  for  the  WHOLE  FAMILY  ...  at  SENSIBLE  PRICES  .  .  . 
IN  THE  COMFORT  OF  YOUR  OWN  HOME. 

Highly  trained,  experienced  BEELINE  STYLISTS  plan  and  conduct  these  fun-filled  FASHION  SHOWS 
for  you  .  .  .  WHAT  A  DELIGHTFUL  WAY  to  entertain  your  GUESTS  ...  and  WIN  A  NEW  FASHION  WARD- 
ROBE for  yourself  styled  by  JACQUELINE  KENNEDY'S  dressmaker,  Mini  Rhea. 

Ladies:  Interested  in  good  earnings,  full  or  spare  time?  We  invite  inquiries  about  our  Fashion 
Stylist  or  Manager  Plan.  Fashions  are  available  only  through  authorized  Beeline  Fashion  Stylists. 

Write  to:  Barbara  Zacher 
8401  Homestead  Ave.  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

or  Call:  297-0794 


Fashion  Park 
Bensenville,  Illinois 


Beehne  Fashions  is  the  World  Leader  in  Style  Show  in  the  home 
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PROGRESS 
in 

Industry 


9 
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Durez  Plastics 

THE  Durez  Plastics  Division  plant  at  North  Tonawanda,  is 
the  second  largest  of  the  32  operating  plants  of  the  parent 
company,  Hooker  Chemical  Corporation,  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  foreign  countries.  This  plant,  with  nearly  100 
employees,  manufactures  phenolic  resins  and  molding  com- 
pounds, and  also  Hetron  (R)  polyester  resins,  and  Hetrofoam 
(R),  a  rigid  urethane  foam. 

The  North  Tonawanda  facility  is  also  headquarters  for  the 
Division  which  has  other  plants  in  Kenton,  Ohio  and  South  Shore, 
Kentucky. 

Since  it  was  founded  in  1921,  Durez  has  had  an  impressive 
growth.  The  company  founder,  Harry  M.  Dent,  selected  North 
Tonawanda  for  his  business  enterprise  because  he  considered  it 
the  center  of  the  market  area  for  plastics.  He  came  at  a  time 
when  few  persons  knew  the  meaning  of  the  word  "plastics."  But 
he  had  the  confidence  that  there  was  a  place  for  mass  production 
in  the  plastics  field. 

Truly,  the  growth  of  Durez  is  the  story  of  how  "majestic 
oaks  from  little  acorns  grow."  The  first  "plant"  was  a  two- 
room  loft  on  Young  Street  with  a  staff  of  five  employees.  Old- 
timers  will  remember  the  company  as  General  Plastics,  Inc., 
as  it  was  known  until  September,  1939,  when  it  became  Durez 
Plastics  &  Chemicals,  Inc. 

As  the  leading  manufacturer  of  phenolic  resins  and  molding 
compounds  in  the  world,  Durez  serves  a  cross-section  of 
industrial  consumers  in  the  American  economy.  It  has  pioneered 
in  many  industrial  fields. 

Throughout  its  history,  Durez  has  placed  great  emphasis  on 
research,  to  develop  new  and  improved  processes  and  products, 
and  new  uses  for  existing  products.  This  emphasis  has  been 
continued  since  Durez  was  merged  into  Hooker  in  April,  1955. 


Tondisco,  Inc. 

NORMAN  "Bud"  Ackerman  and  the  late  Roy  Glawf,  start- 
ing with  an  investment  of  $2,000.00,  built  TONDISCO,  INC. 
into  a  multi-million  dollar  business  employing  42  people. 

The  firm,  founded  in  Mr.  Ackerman' s  cellar,  in  1933,  as  the 
Tonawandas  Distributing  Corp.,  recently  shortened  their  name 
to  TONDISCO,  INC.  and  are  located  in  a  modern  warehouse  at 
80  Thompson  St.,  North  Tonawanda. 

TONDISCO'S  success  in  the  Tonawandas  has  led  to  a  steady 
growth.  The  firm  moved  from  Mr.  Ackerman's  cellar  to  a  ware- 
house at  91  1/2  Scott  St.,  Tonawanda.  In  1934,  they  started 
handling  Genesee  Beer  and  have  been  the  area's  exclusive 
distributor  ever  since. 

Growing  slowly  during  the  Thirties  and  War  Years,  they 
started  to  expand  rapidly  after  the  War.  In  1952,  they  outgrew 
their  facilities  on  Scott  St.  and  built  the  most  modern  beer  dis- 


tributing center  in  the  state  on  the  2  1/2  acre  Thompson  Street 
site.  In  1954,  the  firm  built  another  garage  with  bays  for  eight 
trucks.  The  building  also  has  maintenance  equipment  and 
facilities    for   servicing  the  corporations  of    35  vehicles. 

A  few  years  later  another  addition  was  added  that  provided 
garage  space  for  two  tractor-trailers,  sheltered  loading  docks 
and  warehouse  space.  Again  in  1964,  more  warehouse  space  was 
needed,  and  the  firm  was  equipped  for  complete  palletization 
with  the  construction  of  another  addition. 


Lawless  Bros. 

F  ROM  the  time  that  Lawless  Bros.  Paper  Mills  took  over 
their  present  corrugated  operation  in  North  Tonawanda,  sales 
have  increased  fourteen  times.  A  tremendous  growth  in  develop- 
ment has  been  experienced  in  the  late  1950's  and  1960's.  Law- 
less has  had  three  major  expansion  programs  in  the  past  fifteen 
years  and  is  currently  embarking  on  its  fourth,  with  the 
modernization  of  the  old  Autowheel  Coaster  plants  that  w^re 
purchased  last  year.  Well  over  two  million  dollars  has  been 
spent  on  additional  space  and  equipment  which  has  meant  a  great 
deal  to  the  economic  picture  of  the  Tonawanda  and  North  Tona- 
wanda areas. 

The  Company  has  given  full  employment  to  many  people  in 
the  area  and  at  present,  employment  is  approximately  125.  Sales 
are  running  at  all-time  highs  and  are  expected  to  continue  this 
way  through  the  next  two  years. 

Lawless  Brothers  feel  it  owes  a  greatdealof  its  success  to 
the  cooperation  of  the  local  government,  and  the  people  in  this 
area,  and  wishes  to  congratulate  them  for  making  this  a  fine 
community,  and  a  good  location  for  its  plant. 


Tonawanda  Iron 

FOR  over  90  years,  Tonawanda  Iron,  now  a  division  of 
American-Standard,  has  specialized  in  just  one  product - 
a  complete  line  of  Foundry,  Malleable  and  Bessemer  grades  of 
pig  iron. 

Blast  furnaces  have  been  producing  merchant  pig  iron  on  this 
site  since  1873.  That  year,  the  original  furnace  was  put  into 
operation.  Its  successor  was  lighted  in  1895  by  President  Mc- 
Kinley,  by  remote  control  from  Canton,  Ohio.  The  present  plant 
and  all  major  equipment  was  completely  modernized  and  re- 
built in  1958.  In  1964,  construction  of  a  new  furnace  shell,  a  new 
brick  lining  and  a  new  cast  house  was  completed. 

Being  located  as  it  is  on  the  Niagara  River  between  Lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario,  offers  a  natural  exchange  point  for  a  flow  of 
trade  between  the  East  and  West.  Iron  ore  is  shipped  in  from  the 
Mesabi  and  Michigan  ranges  and  the  mines  of  Labrador  by  lake 
boat  and  the  Seaway.  Tonawanda  merchant  pig  iron  is  shipped  out 
by  rail,  highway  and  water  to  feed  the  demand  for  pig  iron  in 
most  all  major  cast  iron  producing  areas  of  the  U.  S.  A.  with 
exception  of  the  Far  West  and  Deep  South. 
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HAPpy  hum 


DEED,  NORTH 


Heartiest  congratulations  on  your  one  hundredth 
birthday!  We  look  forward  with  eagerness  to  our 
next  "hundred"  together. 

Your  friends  and  neighbors  at  Marine's  Tona- 
wanda  area  offices: 


PAYNE  AVENUE 

OFFICE 
1035  Payne  Ave. 
N.  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 


STATE  TRUST 

OFFICE 
2  Webster  St. 
N.  Tonawanda.  N.  Y. 


FIRST  TRUST 
OFFICE 
4  Main  St. 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 


MARINE 

TRUST  COMPANY  OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK 

YOUR  FAMILY'S  FINANCIAL 
DEPARTMENT  STORE 

MEMBER  FEDERAL  DEPOSIT  INSURANCE  CORPORATION 


VISIT  THE 

AQUARIUM 

of  Niagara  Falls,  U.S.A. 
/4  JiviKf  Ti/onte  TVatex 


•  South  American  Jungle  Stream         •    Exotic  Sea  Creatures        •    Octopus  •    Man-Eating  Piranhas 

•  Performing  Dolphins  •    Sharks  •    Crocodiles       •    Giant  Water  Snake 

SEE  THE  DRAMA  OF  THE  LIVING  WORLD  OF  WATER  UNFOLD  INCHES  FROM  YOUR 
EYES  .  .  .  WATCH  THE  PLAYFUL  DOLPHINS  FROLIC  IN  THE  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
GALLON  POOL  .  .  .  TERRIFYING  SHARKS  SLASH  FOR  SURVIVAL  ...  THE  FRIGHTEN- 
ING ELECTRIC  EEL  SEARCHES  OUT  AND  ELECTROCUTES  ITS  PREY  .  .  .  TROPICAL 
CREATURES  OF  THE  SEA  ARE  WINDOWED  IN  THE  ENCIRCLING  BEAUTY  OF  THE 
JEWEL-LIKE  TANKS.  THE  WONDERS  OF  THE  OCEANS  OF  THE  WORLD  AWAIT  YOU 
AT  THE  AQUARIUM  OF  NIAGARA  FALLS,  U.S.A.  SCIENCE  AND  EDUCATION  HAVE 
BANDED  TOGETHER  TO  ENTERTAIN  YOUR  FAMILY  WITH  THE  GREATEST  UNDER  WA- 
TER SHOW  IN  THE  WORLD  !  OPEN  EVERY  DAY  9  A.M.  TO  MIDNIGHT  DURING  THE 
SUMMER  SEASON  -  9  A.M.  TO  5  P.M.  DAILY  THE  REMAINDER  OF  THE  YEAR.  LOCATED 
JUST  BELOW  THE  FALLS  AND  RAINBOW  BRIDGE  AT  WHIRLPOOL  STREET  AND  PINE 
AVENUE. 

BRING  YOUR  CAMERA  ! 
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The  Niagara  Saving 
and  Loan  Association 


IN  April  10,  1890,  several  businessmen  of  the  Tonawandas 
met  to  organize  and  discuss  the  best  method  of  forming  a 
Savings  and  Loan  Association.  A  second  meeting  took  place  on 
May  2,  1890,  at  which  time  the  name: 

"NIAGARA  SAVINGS  AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION" 
was  adopted.  On  June  10,  1890,  regular  business  commenced. 
These  meetings  were  in  the  store  of  Louis  Gruen,  on  Niagara 
Street,  near  Bouck  Street. 

The  Niagara  Savings  and  Loan  Association  is  a  mutual 
organization  open  to  all  desiring  to  join.  There  is  no  initiation 
or  membership  fee,  nor  any  particular  specified  date  for  join- 
ing. 

The  Association  started  in  1890  with  no  assets.  Its  initial 
receipts  were  registration  fees  of  $389.00  on  June  3,  1890.  The 
first  reported  balance  sheet,  December  9,  1890,  showed  total 
assets  of  about  $17,000.00.  Its  balance  sheet  of  March  31,  1965, 
shows  total  assets  in  excess  of  $29,000,000.00. 

During  the  75  years  of  its  existence,  the  Niagara  Savings 
and  Loan  Association  has  assisted  its  members  in  acquiring 
homes  by  loans  totaling  in  excess  of  $75,000,000.00;  it  has 
provided  for  the  accumulating  of  savings  of  over  $90,000,000.00; 
and  it  has  paid  dividends  in  excess  of  $12,000,000.00  to  its 
members. 

This  is  a  service  of  which  the  Association  is  justly  proud. 


Remington  Rand 


THE  typical  office  in  the  early  years  of  North  Tonawanda's 
*'century  of  progress"  was  a  cluttered  and  inefficient 
place,  busy  with  clerks  endlessly  thumbing  through  ledgers  or 
picking  through  dusty  letters  in  search  of  the  necessary  in- 
formation. 

It  was  in  this  atmosphere  that  a  North  Tonawanda  telegraph 
clerk,  turned  bank  cashier,  invented  the  world's  first  visible 
record,  visible  index  and  visible  file  -  all  destined  to 
revolutionize  the  record  keeping  methods  of  modern  business. 

This  industrial  pioneer,  James  H.  Rand,  Sr.,  had  concluded 
in  the  early  1890's  that  if  American  business  was  to  match  the 
country's  progress  in  other  directions,  it  would  have  to  be 
supplied  with  devices  to  speed  its  operations  and  make  them 
more  efficient. 

It  was  in  North  Tonawanda,  in  1898,  that  this  North  Tona- 
wanda-born  son  of  North  Tonawanda  pioneer  residents, 
organized  the  Rand  Ledger  Company  to  manufacture,  promote 
and  sell  his  special  record-keeping  equipment  and  supplies. 

It  was  in  this  city,  too,  that  his  son,  James,  Jr.,  was  born 
and  raised  and  served  his  apprenticeship  with  his  father's  firm. 

In  1915,  the  younger  Rand  organized  the  American  Kardex 
Company  in  neighboring  Tonawanda,  to  manufacture  and  market 
his  own  invention,  the  KARDEX  Visible  Record  Control  System, 
which  brought     "facts  at  a  glance"  to  the  business  office. 

The  Rands,  father  and  son,  joined  force  sin  1925  to  form  the 
Rand  Kardex  Corporation.  Two  years  later,  Remington  Rand, 
Inc.  was  organized. 


Almost  thirty  years  later,  in  1955,  Remington  Rand,  Inc.  and 
The  Sperry  Corporation  consolidated  to  form  the  Sperry  Rand 
Corporation. 

To  provide  a  more  manageable  structure,  the  Corporation 
decentralized  the  operations  of  Remington  Rand's  organization. 
In  1963,  the  Office  Systems  Division  and  the  Office  Machines 
Division  became  the  Remington  Office  Equipment  Division. 

Today,  Remington  Office  Systems  -  a  world  leader  in  the 
field  of  records  retrieval  systems,  equipment  and  supplies  - 
maintains  a  manufacturing  plant  for  printed  systems,  supplies 
and  forms  in  North  Tonawanda,  the  city  where  it  was  born  67 
years  ago.  It  also  maintains  a  manufacturing  plant  for  records 
retrieval  equipment  in  neighboring  Tonawanda. 

Cramer  Industrial 
Supplies,  Inc. 

CiRAMER  Industrial  Supplies,  Inc.  traces  its  origin  back  to 
1900,  when  John  W.  Cramer  joined  H.Jason  Knapp,  who  operat- 
ed the  Knapp  Hardware  Company.  Shortly  thereafter,  the 
company  became  known  as  Knapp  &  Cramer  Hardware  Company 
and  operated  under  that  name  until  1911.  In  that  year,  Mr. 
Cramer  became  associated  with  Wilbert  I.  Thomas.  Consequent- 
ly, the  firm  became  the  Cramer- Thomas  Company.  During  this 
early  period,  a  branch  store  was  operated  at  the  corner  of 
Schenck  and  Payne  Avenues.  This  branch,  the  Enterprise  Hard- 
ware Store  (The  Cash  Store)  was  closed  in  1929.  At  this  time, 
the  company  also  had  a  commercial  plumbing  and  heating 
department  which  operated  until  1913. 

The  Cramer  Hardware  Company  was  formed  in  1916,  when 
Mr.  Thomas  disposed  of  his  equity.  The  nature  of  the  business 
changed  with  the  times  and  as  the  tinsmithing,  heating  and 
plumbing  became  less  attractive,  a  commercial  refrigeration 
along  with  electrical  appliances  was  established.  The 
refrigeration  and  appliance  phase  of  the  business  ope  rated  from 
the  early  1930'stojust  prior  to  World  War  II.  The  second  World 
War  marked  the  full  scale  entry  of  Cramer  Hardware  into  the 
industrial  supply  field.  The  growth  of  this  phase  of  the  business 
shaped  the  firm  into  its  present  form  and  precipitated  the 
change  of  name  on  May  10, 1962,  to  Cramer  Industrial  Supplies, 
Inc. 

Manhattan  Printing 
&  Publishing  House 

MANHATTAN  Printing  and  Publishing  House  originated  in 
1953,  as  a  small  operation  in  the  basement  of  Mr.  Solo- 
mon's residence  at  134  Kohler  Street  in  Tonawanda.  At 
that  time,  a  shopping  paper  was  merely  composed  in  the  base- 
ment and  the  printing  operation  was  "jobbed  out". 

Signs  of  "growing  pains"  were  soon  evident,  and  a  year 
later  the  business  moved  to  larger  quarters  at  the  corner  of 
Kohler  and  Adam  Streets.  Two  years  following,  more  "growing 
pains"  called  for  another  move  -  this  time  to  the  Town  of  Tona- 
wanda -  and  by  this  time  there  were  three  publications  and  a 
minimum  amount  of  printing  equipment  handling  printing  jobs  on 
a  small  scale. 

In  1961  Manhattan  Printing  and  Publishing,  again  in  need  of 
more  spacious  quarters,  purchased  a  building  at  38  Manhattan 
Street,  North  Tonawanda  (its  present  location)  where  they  ex- 
panded operations,  adding  $100,000  in  printing  equipment,  in- 
cluding modern  precision  offset  and  letter  presses  and  equip- 
ment designed  to  fit  every  customer's  needs.  The  present  com- 
plete operation  "under  one  roof"  insures  prompt,  economical 
and  efficient  service.  The  many  satisfied  customers  have  been  a 
great  asset  to  this  modern  organization,  which  is  looking  for- 
ward to  even  "bigger  and  better"  things. 
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CRAMER  INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLIES,  INC. 

20  -  26  Webster  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.Y. 

SINCE  1900 

Serving  The  Niagara  Frontier  As  Distributors  of 

-  ABRASIVES 

-  CUTTING  TOOLS 
-  FASTENERS 

■  MAINTENANCE  AND  CLEANING  SUPPLIES 
-  PAINTS 

-  PRECISION  POWER  AND 
HAND  TOOLS 
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RECREATION 


THE  many  hours  "Pop"  Ramsay  has  devoted  to  our 
interests  will  be  long  remembered.  Whether  seeking 
guidance  or  play  direction,  the  youngsters  and  grown  ups  of 
North  Tonawanda  have  always  found  him  a  willing  director. 

William  "Pop"  Ramsay  was  born  in  Batavia,  August  21, 
1896.  During  World  War  I  he  volunteered  his  services  to  his 
country  by  serving  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

His  career  in  North  Tonawanda  began  in  1919  as  a  physical 
director  of  the  old  Y.M.C.A.  Many  grandfathers  of  today  can 
mention  the  fact  to  their  grandsons  that  "Pop"  coached  them  in 
swimming  and  basketball  back  in  1919. 

In  1931  he  was  appointed  Director  of  Parks  &  Recreation 
for  the  City  of  North  Tonawanda  and  has  faithfully  served  in 
this  capacity  ever  since.  "Pop's"  whole  adult  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  work  with  boys  and  girls. 

1919  -  Established  first  playground  at  Felton  Field.  The 
supervisor  was  William  L.  Ramsay 

1932  -  William  Ramsay  appointed  Parks  &  Recreation 
Director 

1941  -  Moved  to  Parks  headquarters  at  City  Market, 
Robinson  Street 

1965  -  18  Ball  Parks  graded  and  marked  daily 

6  Large  picnic  parks,  one  Pine  Woods  has  a  com- 
plete kitchen  in  the  pavilion 


17  Playgrounds  for  the  children 

7  Skating  Rinks 

1  Hockey  Rink 

1  Memorial  Swimming  Pool 

1  Wurlitzer  Pool 

Picnic  areas  are  visited  twice  a  day  to  make  sure  every- 
thing is  there  and  in  operation.  Bats,  balls,  horseshoes  are  also 
loaned.  Mr.  Ramsay  has  5  full-time  men  who  maintain  all 
assignments.  They  have  8  rolling  pieces  of  equipment  and  one 
secretary.  Phil  Siezega  is  Pop's  assistant. 

During  summer  months  Pop  hires  college  students  to  work 
part-time  in  playgrounds  and  pools. 

During  the  winter  months,  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  of  North  Tonawanda,  Pop  makes  available 
7  gyms  and  1  swimming  pool.  The  Recreation  Office  also  loans 
bats,  balls  and  gloves  to  children  who  cannot  afford  them. 

Mr.  Ramsay  cooperates  in  any  civic  affair,  and  this  is  his 
belief,  KEEP  THE  KIDS  BUSY.  As  a  result,  North  Tonawanda 
has  one  of  the  lowest  juvenile  delinquency  rates  in  the  nation. 

Pop  sums  it  up,  "I  just  like  to  hear  kids  say,  "Gosh,  we  had 
a  good  time." 
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UNITED  VETERANS  COUNCIL  of  The  Tonawandas 


VETERANS  OF 

FOREIGN 

WARS 

POST  NO.  7545 
AUXILIARY 
ELGIN  STREET  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


AMERICAN  LEGION 
POST  NO.  264 
AND 
AUXILIARY 


MAIN  STREET 


TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


DISABLED  AMERICAN 
VETERANS 
& 

AUXILIARY 
POST  -  50 

SWEENEY  STREET        NO.  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

STEPHEN  SIKORA 

POST  -  1322 
AND  AUXILIARY 


PAYNE  AVENUE 


NO.  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


MARINE  CORPS. 
LEAGUE 
AND 
AUXILIARY 


SWEENEY  STREET 


NO.  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


VETERANS  OF 

FOREIGN 

WARS 

POST  NO.  3218 
AUXILIARY 
ROBINSON  &  OLIVER  ST.   NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


AMVETS 
POST  26 

AND 
AUXILIARY 


75  WASHINGTON  STREET     NO.  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 
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ROLL  OF  HOINOK 

NORTH  TONA WANDA  IS  JUSTLY  PROUD  OF  ITS  ROLL  OF  HONOR 
ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  .  DEDICATED  TO  THE 
MEN  WHO  GAVE  THEIR  LIVES  IN  THE  SKIES,  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS 
AND  ON  ARCTIC,  DESERT,  CITY  AND  JUNGLE  BATTLEFIELDS. 

GOD  WILL  NEVER  FORGIVE  US, 
IF  WE  BREAK  FAITH  WITH  THESE  HONORED  DEAD 


57 


TOPS  MKT.  TAKES  PLEASURE 
IN  SALUTING  THE  CITY  OF 


NORTH  TONAWANDA 


Food  shopping  today  is  truly  an  exciting  adventure  and  TOPS  is  indeed  the  horn  of  plenty! 
Fruits,  spices,  vegetables  and  meats  that  once  were  considered  the  finest  of  delicacies  are  now 
our  everyday  fare  and  available  to  everyone's  table  with  TOPS'  low  prices.  Where  once  a  few 
counters  held  the  entire  food  stock  of  a  grocer,  it  now  takes  several  warehouse  size  buildings  to 
contain  the  foodstuffs  that  TOPS  offers  you. .  .  and  you  choose  your  menu  from  aisle  after  aisle  of 
counters  laden  with  healthful,  quality  products!  In  the  1800's  a  two-inch  ad  was  sufficient  to  list 
the  offerings  of  a  local  grocer  .  .  .  today  a  full  page  advertisement  is  hardly  enough  to  list  the 
hundreds  of  specials  TOPS  has  for  you  each  week.  Now,  our  counters  hold  enough  food  to  stock 
the  shelves  of  a  hundred  grocers  of  yesteryear!  Our  fine  selections  plus  our  economical  prices 
have  won  us  many  friends  in  the  Tonawanadas.  We  are  proud  of  our  progress  and  grateful  to  you 
who  have  made  it  possible  by  shopping  TOPS.  The  only  way  we  know  to  say  "thank  you"  is  to  con- 
tinue bringing  you  finer  foods  at  lower  prices,  and  that  we  will  do! 


ON 


ITS  CENTENNIALI 


2  GOUNDRY  STREET  NO  TONAWANDA 
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FIRST  SCHOOL  -  1836 

THE  first  school  was  erected  in  the  area  which  is  now  Main 
and  Tremont  Streets,  and  the  site  is  now  occupied  by  the 
First  Methodist  Church.  The  building  was  approximately  20'  x 
30'.  There  were  21  taxpayers  and  12  non-taxpayers  living  in  the 
settlement  at  that  time. 

1854  -  School  budget  was  $144 

1854  -  Teachers*  pay  raised  from  $3  to  $4  per  week 

1866  -  Goundry  School  erected,  still  being  used  as  an 
Administration  Building 

NORTH  TONA WANDA  UNION  SCHOOL 
1366 

Four  Departments  Four  Teachers 

Winter  Term  -  190  Summer  Term  -  125 

j.  W.  Brown  -  Principal 

Teachers  -  Libbie  M.  Pugsley,  Hannah  Densmore  and  Nellie 
Becker 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Benjamin  F.  Felton,  President 

Dr.  C.  Backer 

Giles  Schell 

John  Chadwick 

H.  O.  Nightingale,  Clerk 

IN  1880,  North  Tonawanda  schools  hardly  equalled  the 
average  district  schools  of  the  county  in  efficiency  and 
grade,  but  now  rank  among  the  best.  The  betterment  is  very 
largely  due  to  such  intelligent  and  self-sacrificing  men  as  Al- 
fred C.  Tuxburry,  Wallace  W.  Robertson  and  Benjamin  F.  Fel- 
ton, who  were  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  years 
prior  to  1910  when  the  Bryant  Street  High  School  was  built.  They 
were  men  of  excellent  ability  and  all  contributed  freely  of  their 
own  means  to  make  North  Tonawanda  school  departments  what 
they  should  be.  These  men  gave  much  of  their  valuable  time  and 
attention  to  the  building  of  the  new  Bryant  Street  High  School 
which  had  the  unusual  record  of  being  done  within  the  estimates. 
Their  extensive  service  was  given  freely  and  with  only  one 
thought  -  that  of  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  Mr.  B.  F.  Felton 
was  remembered  in  the  naming  of  that  school. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  population  soon  crowded  this  build- 
ing and  demands  for  more  space  for  secondary  schools  were  met 
by  the  building  of  the  new  High  School.  The  new  North  Tona- 
wanda High  School  on  Payne  Avenue  was  officially  opened  in 
September  of  1926  and  graduated  the  first  class  the  following 
June,  1927.  The  Felton  High  School  now  is  the  Felton  Grammar 
School  as  all  the  high  school  functions  were  moved  to  the  present 
location. 


1894  -  Trustees  issued  ruling  that  all  children  must  be 
vaccinated 

1894  -  Kindergarten  Established 

1901  -  Felton  Grammar  School  completed,  the  first  High 
School  in  the  village 

1904  -  Public  Library  opened  on  Goundry  Street 

1926  -  September  -  Payne  Avenue  High  School  officially 
opened,  now  a  Junior  High 

1962  -  The  new  North  Tonawanda  High  School  on  Meadow 
Drive  completed,  (A  referendum  of  $3,850,000  to 
build  this   school  was   approved  by  voters) 


1965  -  The  North  Tonawanda  School  System  consists  of 
14   schools   and   one   Administration  Building. 
Approximately   8,415  students;  365  teachers. 

EVENING  SCHOOL 

1881  -  Two  classes  held  atGoundry School -two classes 
taught  Reading  and  Accounting 

1965  -  North  Tonawanda  Evening  classes  offer  84 
classes 

We  are  proud  of  our  school  system  and  feel  that  it  has  come 
a  long  way  in  100  years.  Dr.  Maurice  E.  Friot,  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  is  constantly  seeking  to  improve  the  educational 
program. 


JOHN  E.  TORPY 

i  President 


EDWARD  J.  BELBAS  MRS.  DONALD  GRAF 

Vice-President 


EDGAR  MUTH  ROBERT  L.  FOSTER 
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At  Riley  Gear,  we  take  great  pride  in  being  a  vital 
part  of  the  growing  community  of  North  Tonawan- 
da.  Our  ever-expanding  employment . . .  our  increas- 
ing share  of  local  government  support  through  taxes 
. . .  the  active  participation  of  our  people  in  civic  and 
charitable  projects  are  but  indications  of  our  faith 
in  the  future  development  of  this  community.  We 
welcome  these  responsibilities  as  good  citizens  and 
hope  that  we  may,  in  the  next  100  years... continue 
to  contribute  to  the  growth  of  our  "home  town." 

RILEY  GEAR  CORPORATION 

Felton  Street    •     North  Tonawanda,  N.Y. 
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DR.  MAURICE  E.  FRIOT 


Superintendent  Of  Schools 


Services 
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JESELLA'S 
LIQUOR  STORE 

784  OLIVER  ST.  AT  10th  AVE. 
NORTH  TONAWANDA 
NX  2-3065 

OLDEST  LIQUOR  STORE  -  SINCE  1933 

PAYNE  AVENUE 
SHOES 

M 


LINDE 
TELEVSION  INC. 

272  OLIVER  ST. 
NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 

AUTHORIZED  DEALERS  FOR 


"We're  Not  Satisfied  Until  You  Are" 


J.  T.  MEN'S  SHOP 

MEN  S  AND  BOYS'  WEAR 


IDCITY  PLAZA 
HONE  692-5339 


MIDCITY  PLAZA 

1013  PAYNE  AVENUE 
NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 
PHONE  695-2444 


Best  Wishes  From 


INTERNATIONAL  PAPER  CO 
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SCHOOLS  Of  Yesterday  and  TODAY 


ELEMENTARY 


PINE  WOODS 


OHIO 


1892 


1963 


HIGH  SCHOOL 


FELTON 


SENIOR  HIGH 


1901 


1963 
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RIVERSIDE  CHEMICAL 

871  -  947  River  Rd. 

NX  2-1350 
North  Tonawanda,  N.Y. 

CHEMICAL  &  CHEMICAL  SUPPLIES 


We  Are  Proud  To  Be  Part  Of  North  Tonawanda's 
First  100  Years  Of  Growth 

McDonald  s  hamburgers 

OVER  ONE  BILLION  SOLD 

333  Meadow  Dr.  near  Payne  Ave. 

LOOK  FOR  THE  GOLDEN  ARCHES 


Congratulations  To 
North  Tonawanda 


fSSpaulding 

I  Engineered  materials  for  industry 


Engineered  materials  for  industry 

Spaulding  Fibre  Company,  Inc.  /  Tonawanda,  New  York  /  716-692-2000 
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NORTH  TONAWANDA 

SCHOOL  PRINCIPALS 


MR.  CHARLES 
BAKER 

GRANT  SCHOOL 


MR. THEODORE 
DUGUAY 
MEADOW  SCHOOL 


MR.  CARL  FISHER 

DRAKE  SCHOOL 


MR.  EARL  FONNER  MR*  ALT0N 

GARDNER 

SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL       WURLITZER  SCHOOL 


MR. DONALD 
GREDWICK 

SPRUCE  SCHOOL 


MR.  ANTHONY  LINK 


MR.  GEORGE 
LOWRY 


COL.  PAYNE  SCHOOL      JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


naTionm 


GRINDING  WHEEL  CO.,  INC. 
NORTH    TO  N  A  WAN  DA,   N.  Y. 
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NORTH  TONAWANDA 


PAROCHIAL  SCHOOLS 


ASCENSION  SCHOOL 

75  Kiel  Street 

BISHOP  GIBBONS  DIOCESAN  HIGH 

1110  Payne  Avenue 

OUR  LADY  OF  CZESTOCHOWA 

64  Center  Avenue 

ST.  JOSEPH'S  SCHOOL 

1451    Payne  Avenue 

ST.  MARK'S  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN 

1  135  0  liver  Street 

ST.  MATTHEW'S  LUTHERAN 

Wheatfield  &  Bryant  Streets 

ST.  PAUL'S  LUTHERAN 

453  Old  Falls  Boulevard 


Sister  St.  Mark 


Father  Charles  A.  Sch 


Sister  Mary  Dosithea 


Sister  Mary  Frederick 


Henry  C.  Wittig 


Vincent  J.  Hohmann 


Arthur  L.  Witt 
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J.  L.  Allen 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO 

ALLEN  -  MACK 

NORTH  TONAWANDA 

PHARMACY 

TWIN  CITY  cleaahnders 

DYERS 

MIDCITY  PLAZA 

DONE  IN  OUR  OWN  MODERN  PLANT 

PHONE  692-6055 

DYEING              PRESSING  REPAIRING 

OFFICE  and  PLANT  TELEPHONE 
145  ROBINSON  ST.  693-5281 

NIAGARA  piu cp  p act  qoir 

niAUAKA    R  1  f  ER   rU)l  OXIO 

VFTFRANC  ac  FORFIfiN  WARt 

1  i|h    1  IIVII  1  iBV 

AND  AUXILIARY 

OLIVER  ft  ROBINSON  STS.     NORTH  TONAWANDA 

AMERICAN  VETERANS  OF  WORLD  WAR  II  &  KOREA 

GERBER  AUTO  PARTS 

Congratulations  lo  North  lonawanda 

£17  CDIC   AX/CklllC              .             UA    Tftkl  A  U/ A  kilt  A     kl  V 

00/  tKIt  AYtNUt           •          NU.  SUNAWANUA,  N.  T. 

PHONE  NX  3-9882 

NIAGARA  FRONTIER  AMVETS 

POST  26 

AMVETS  -  POST  -  26  -  AUXILIARY 

75  WASHINGTON  ST.  NORTH  TONAWANDA 

DIVISION  SUPER  MARKET 

„o«uk  •  "Glu,llS 

We  Specialize  In  Meats 

Phone  NX  3-7722 

165  DIVISION  STREET 

NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 
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HE  HISTORICAL  SOCIEJ^ 

"^^^^^0%       of  The  Tonawandas,  Inc. 

TONAWANDA,  NEW  YORK 


IN  the  fall  of  I960,  a  group  of  25  historically-minded 
citizens  of  the  Tonawandas  held  several  meetings  at  the 
homes  of  some  of  its  members  to  decide  what  could  be  done  to 
collect  and  preserve  the  rich  historical  heritage  of  Tonawanda 
and  North  Tonawanda.  A  statement  of  purpose  was  drawn  up  as 
follows  and  published  in  the  Tonawanda  News: 

"The  purpose  of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  Tonawandas  is 
to  bring  together  those  people  interested  in  history,  especially 
in  the  history  of  our  community.  Understanding  the  history  of 
our  community  is  basic  to  our  democratic  way  of  life,  gives  us 
a  better  understanding  of  our  state  and  nation,  and  helps  us 
better  to  appreciate  our  American  Heritage. 

The  Society's  major  function  will  be  to  discover  and  collect 
any  material  which  may  help  to  establish  or  illustrate  the 
history  of  the  Tonawandas:  Their  exploration,  settlement, 
development,  and  activities  in  peace  and  in  war;  their  progress 
and  population,  wealth,  education,  arts,  science,  agriculture, 
manufacture,  trade  and  transportation.  It  will  collect  printed 
material  such  as  histories,  genealogies,  biographies, 
descriptions,  gazetteers,  directories,  newspapers,  pamphlets, 
catalogues,  circulars,  handbills,  programs  and  posters,  manu- 
script material  such  as  letters,  diaries,  journals,  memoranda, 
reminiscences,  rosters,  service  records,  account  books, 
charts,  surveys  and  field  books  and  museum  material  such  as 
pictures,  photographs,  paintings,  portraits,  scenes,  aboriginal 
relics  and  material  objects  illustrative  of  live,  conditions, 
events  and  activities  of  the  past  or  the  present." 

The  group  then  applied  to  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  a  charter  to  incorporate 
as  an  historical  society.  Permission  was  granted,  and  a  charter 
was  received  in  February,  1961,  allowing  the  Society  to  operate 
as  an  educational  institution  under  the  name  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  the  Tonawandas,  Incorporated. 

Meetings  of  the  Society  are  held  once  a  month  with  the  ex- 
ception of  July  and  August  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  the 
Community  Room  of  the  Tonawanda  City  Hall. 

Members  of  the  Society  come  from  all  walks  of  life  and  are 
all  ages.  The  youngest  member  is  16  (non-voting)  and  the  oldest 
is  98.  Among  those  listed  as  members  are  doctors,  teachers, 
clerks,  bankers,  students,  barbers,  congressman,  engineers, 
mayor,  councilmen  and  people  of  other  occupations  too  numerous 
to  mention.  Membership  at  the  present  time  is  250. 

One  of  the  functions  of  the  Society  is  to  mark  historical 
sites  or  areas  by  erecting  suitable  markers.  The  first  marker 
was  erected  in  1963  at  the  circle  in  Tonawanda  and 
commemorated  the  start  of  construction  on  the  Western  End  of 
the  Erie  Canal  which  began  in  Tonawanda  in  1823.  The  second 
marker  was  erected  in  1964  in  front  of  the  Tonawanda  News 
building,  on  River  Road,  in  North  Tonawanda,  and  marks  the 
area  and  the  Tonawandas  as  the  leading  lumber  port  of  the  world 
in  the  late  19th  century.  The  third  marker  now  being  readied 
will  be  situated  on  Main  Street,  in  Tonawanda,  near  City 
Cemetery,  and  will  mark  the  route  of  the  Military  Road  built 
by  U.  S.  soldiers  in  1800  from  Ft.  Porter  to  Ft.  Niagara. 


The  Historical  Society  has  published  a  booklet  written  by  one 
of  its  members,  Stuart  Brown,  entitled,  "Civil  War  Veterans  of 
the  Tonawandas."  This  booklet  lists  the  names  and  biographies 
of  all  local  veterans  who  fought  in  the  Civil  War  and  contains 
numerous  pictures  of  the  veterans. 

The  Society  has  in  its  possession  valuable  collections  of 
local  interest  such  as  the  private  papers  of  Col.  Lewis  S.  Payne, 
and  a  collection  of  articles,  books  and  papers  including  an  old 
Bible  containing  family  history  from  Col.  John  Sweeney.  Among 
these  items  is  a  certificate  acknowledging  the  gift  of  one  dollar 
by  Col.  Sweeney  toward  the  building  of  the  Washington 
Monument  and  is  signed  by  Albert  Gallatin,  James  K.  Polk, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  Daniel  Webster  and  Henry  Clay.  Other 
collections  contain  pictures,  articles,  books  and  information  on 
the  Erie  Canal,  Lumber  Industry,  Fire  Departments,  Industrial, 
Education,  Transportation,  Military,  Organizations  and  Village 
and  City  History.  Many  students  of  both  grade  and  high  schools 
as  well  as  college  students  use  the  historical  files  for  their 
projects  and  research  studies.  Requests  have  come  from  all 
over  the  United  States  and  parts  of  Canada  for  information  on 
some  phase  of  Twin  Cities  history. 

During  the  past  two  years,  the  Historical  Society  has  enter- 
ed an  historical  exhibit  in  the  Erie  County  Fair  and  both  times 
has  won  second  place.  The  first  year's  exhibit  consisted  of  local 
Indian  artifacts  and  last  year's  exhibit  was  entitled,  "Lumbering 
in  the  Tonawandas."  This  year  the  Society  will  enter  an  exhibit 
on  the  Erie  Canal. 

The  Historical  Society  has  recently  acquired  the  old  railroad 
depot  in  Tonawanda,  built  by  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson 
River  Railroad  in  1884.  Until  recently  it  served  as  a  public 
library.  The  Society  is  now  engaged  in  converting  this  rugged 
old  building  into  an  historical  museum  for  the  people  of  the 
Tonawandas. 


Officers  of  the  Society  are: 

President  William  B.  Dittmar 

Vice  President  Richard  G.  Garrity 

Treasurer  Roger  H.  Homeyer 

Secretary  Mrs.  Arthur  Albright 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are; 

Roger  H.  Homeyer 

Mrs.  Buford  Bellinger,  Chairman 

Willard  B.  Dittmar 

Robert  H.  Lloyd 

Stuart  F.  Tuck 

Richard  G.  Garrity 

Carl  L.  Meritt 

Walter  A.  Haack 

Mrs.  Alice  Hie  stand 
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Congratulations 
To  North  Tonawanda 

BLUE  DOLPHIN 
MARINA 


370  OLIVER  ST. 
N.  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 


CREO  -  DIPT  CO.,  Inc. 

Compliments 

P  Manufacturers  of 

SHINGLE  &  SHAKE  COATINGS 

BENMAN  CO. 

POPULAR  COLORS  AVAILABLE  IN 
LINSEED  OIL  BASE  or  100%  ACRYLIC  LATEX  BASE 
SOLD  BY 

LUMBER  DEALERS  and  PAINT  &  HARDWARE  STORES 


Congratulations  to  North  Tonawanda 


MANUFACTURERS  OF  FUSED  ALUMINUM  OXIDE  AND  SILICON  CARBIDE 


Silicon  Carbide  Crysta 

from  wh,ch  we  manufacture 

C&RB©JL4J>N 


Fused  Aluminum  Oxide 

from  which  we  manufacture 


TIE  EM)L(DRJ  (C0M1IPMJV 

PLANTS 

TON  A  WAN  DA,  N.Y.  -  THOROLD.ONT. 
MAIN  OFFICES 

TONAWANDA,  N.  Y.  14152 

U.  S.  A. 


TELEPHONE 

AREA  CODE  716 
69  3  - 45  50 
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Memorial  Hospital 


IN  1964  DeGraff  Memorial  Hospital  completed  its  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  Year.  Perhaps  its  most  significant  year  since 
the  hospital  was  founded  half-a-century  ago  by  dedicated 
citizens  whose  foresight  and  devotion  to  progress  are  much  in 
our  minds  and  hearts  today. 

The  Golden  Anniversary,  June,  1964,  marked  the  opening  of 
the  first  phase   of  the   New  DeGraff  Memorial  Hospital. 

Later  in  1965,  Phase  II  of  the  new  hospital  building  program 
will  be  finished  bringing  its  capacity  to  190  beds.  Then  the  re- 
novation of  the  new  wings  in  the  old  hospital  will  be  started, 
however,  this  is  but  one  step  in  coping  with  the  evolving  needs 
of  our  community.  As  time  goes  on,  more  demands  will  be 
placed  on  the  existing  facilities. 

.  We  must  remember  that  the  man  who  gave  DeGraff 
Memorial  Hospital  its  start,  and  whose  generosity  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  present  expansion  program,  is  no  longer 
with  us.  However,  LeGrand  DeGraff  left  more  than  a  bequest  in 
money.  His  bequest  of  enthusiasm  and  dedication  will  grow  in 
importance  as  the  years  go  by.  We  are  fortunate  in  the  Tona- 
wandas  to  have  many  public  spirited  citizens  who  have 
demonstrated  their  support  of  the  hospital  in  the  past,  and  we 
are  sure  that  all  our  citizens  will  pledge  to  continue  the  work 
that  Mr.  DeGraff  carried  out  during  his  lifetime. 

HE  story  of  hospital  care  in  the  Tonawandas,  as  in  most 
communities,  traces  far  back  through  the  years  to  a  time  long 
before  a  fully  operational  and  professionally  staffed  hospital 
actually  opened  its  doors.  A  small  group  of  businessmen  in 
the  community  made  a  start  as  early  as  1880,  but  support  and 
understanding  were  lacking  and  the  efforts  went  on  and  on.  In 
1901,  a  successful  Niagara  County  farmer,  Lyman  Ballard, 
decided  on  his  own  that  the  Tonawandas  needed  a  hospital.  In 
his  declining  years,  he  announced  that  he  would  endow  such  an 
institution  to  be  built  in  North  Tonawanda,  but  before  his  lawyers 
could  prepare  the  proper  documents,  he  died.  History  does  not 
record  it,  but  perhaps  he  expired  for  lack  of  the  very  care  he 
wished  to  see  provided. 

For  several  years  hence  various  organizations  held  various 
functions  and  through  their  efforts  raised  funds  but  still  this  was 
not  enough.  In  1909  the  professionals  took  a  hand  and  organized 
a  fund  campaign.  The  efforts  continued  for  years  and  ultimately 
the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  was  asked  to  make  a  survey 
and  report  the  question  and  estimated  that  a  minimum  cost 
would  be  $30,000  and  the  community  could  not  afford  to  mount 
a  campaign  for  that  much  money. 

But  the  idea  didn't  die  completely,  as  a  man  who  held  a  belief 
considered  startling  in  his  day,  the  belief  that  a  person  enjoying 
material  success  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  his  community. 

LeGrand  Simson  DeGraff  was  as  aware  as  anyone  of  the  need 
for  hospital  facilities  in  the  Tonawandas,  and  did  not  believe  it 
was  beyond  reach,  took  a  hand  in  the  project.  In  the  spring  of 
1913,  DeGraff,  together  with  an  Army  surgeon,  Dr.  John  A. 
Rafter  and  the  Mayor,  were  convinced  that  it  could  be  done  and 
would  be  well  worth  the  effort.  They  rounded  up  support  in  the 
business  community  of  the  Tonawandas  and  DeGraff  said  that  he 
and  his  associates  were  prepared  to  foot  the  entire  bill  for  a 
brand  new  hospital  building,  equipped  and  ready  to  operate,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  $40,000. 

There  were  two  main  conditions  -  that  the  indigent  of  the 
communities  were  to  receive  free  hospital  care,  and  the  two 
cities  were  to  maintain  the  hospital  property.  If  they  failed  to 
meet  these  conditions  for  as  long  as  two  months,  the  property 
would  revert  to  the  donors  for  disposal  with  the  proceeds  to  be 
divided  according  to  the  proportion  of  each  donor's  orginal  con- 
tribution. 


LeGrand  Simson  DeGraff 

March  30,  1871  -April  2,  1960 


.  Melvin  E.  McNab,  Director  of 

DeGraff  Memorial  Hospital. 
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CADILLAC  FONTS  AC  TEMPEST 


NEW  CAR  TRADES 


75  Main  St.,  N.  Tonawanda 
Ph:  NX  4-1910 


Delaware  &  Young,  Tonawanda 
Ph:    NX  4-4160 


LEI  PH  ART  CHEVROLET,  Inc. 

CHEYROLETS  -  CHEYELLES  -  CHEVY  H  -  CORYAIRS  -  CORVETTES 


THE  BEST  IN  OK  USED  CAR  TRADES 


5 


CHlVROLETi 


27  Main  St. 
North  Tonawanda 


Used  Cars  -  NX  3-8605 
New  Cars  -  NX  3-8600 


Open  Evenings 


MUSTANGS 
FAIRLANES 
THUNDERBIRDS 

A-l  Used  Cars  &  Trucks 

64  Main  St. 
North  Tonawanda 
NX  4-3000  Open  Eves. 
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Planning  continued  through  the  ensuing  fall  and  winter  and 
finally  the  plans  were  adopted  by  the  trustees  and  the  con- 
struction contract  was  awarded  to  Morris  and  Allan  of  North 
Tonawanda  for  $37,578  in  February.  The  name  of  DeGraff  was 
adopted  in  recognition  of  the  contributions  to  the  civic  and 
economic  life  of  the  Tonawandas  of  DeGraff* s  father,  James  H. 
DeGraff. 

Without  faniare  or  ceremony,  ground  was  broken  on  April 
13,  1914,  on  Tremont  Street  and  the  corner  stone  was  laid  in 
elaborate  ceremonies  on  Memorial  Day,  1914.  The  cornerstone 
box  contained  the  Tonawanda  News  for  May  29th,  records  of  the 
origin  and  planning  of  the  hospital,  Masonic  Registers  and  a  list 
of  all  the  contributors  to  the  fund  campaign.  An  editorial 
comment  the  following  Monday,  the  News  declared,  "Visitors 
must  have  gained  a  new  meaning  of  the  progressiveness  of  the 
Tonawandas  and  the  philanthropic  spirit  of  these  citizens  and 
interests  that  made  the  DeGraff  Memorial  Hospital  a  success." 

Various  rooms  were  furnished  as  memorials  to  specific 
persons.  In  addition,  there  were  rooms  furnished  through 
various  organizations  and  clubs. 

The  first  patient  was  treated  on  December  4,  1914,  the 
charge  being  $1.30.  The  first  birth  in  DeGraff  Memorial 
Hospital  came  on  January  4,  1915,  the  obstetrical  fee  was  three 
dollars  and  the  room  fee  fop  eleven  days  was  $24.  Total  bill  - 
$27. 

In  the  first  year  of  operation,  426  patients  were  admitted 
compared  to  the  current  rate  of  around  5,000  a  year. 

As  years  went  by,  the  Hospital  suffered  many  trials  and 
tribulations.  With  the  need  for  more  space,  an  addition  was 
completed  in  the  late  autumn  of  1943.  The  decade  of  the  1950's 
brought  sweeping  changes  that  virtually  propelled  the  institution 
from  a  modest,  borderline  operation,  leading  a  hand-to-mouth 
existence  to  a  tautly-run  service  hospital  geared  closely  to  the 
needs  of  a  community  growing  in  size,  importance  and  demands. 

Institutional  expansion  is  a  constant  subject  in  a  growing 
community,  and  the  Tonawandas  were  no  exception,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1962,  a  three-phase  program  emerged  that  would  in- 
crease the  hospital's  capacity  to  190  by  September,  1965. 

The  plan  included: 

1.  A  new  building,  245  ft.  long  by  75  ft.  deep  fronting  on 
Tremont  Street 

2.  The  raising  of  the  original  hospital  building  built  in 
1914. 

3.  Construction  of  a  one-story  wing  to  contain  new  dietary 
facilities  and  the  emergency  suite  and  ambulance 
entrance  and  to  remodel  the  Annex  to  house  the 
hospital's  major  support  facilities 

LENGTH  of  LIFE 
1865 

J^O  most  people  live  to  be  old? 

No:  one-half  live  less  than  eight  years;  only  one  out  of  three 
lives  to  fourteen,  and  but  one  in  four  lives  to  see  his  twenty- 
first  year. 

What  is  that  general  rule  which  tells  how  long  a  thing  will 
live? 

"Whatever  grows  quickly,  decays  equally  quickly,"  or,  as  it 
is  worded  in  the  old  saying,  "soon  ripe,  soon  rotten." 

Can  you  give  me  an  instance  of  this? 


Yes;  a  man  who  is  twenty-five  years  coming  to  maturity, 
lives,  not  very  unfrequently,  to  eighty  or  ninety  years,  and 
occasionally,  to  many  more  than  one  hundred  even.  But  the  dog, 
that  attains  its  growth  in  two  years,  seldom  lives  to  be  more 
than  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age. 

Are   fishes  a  long  time  in  attaining  their  full  growth? 

They  are;  and  many  of  them  live  two  or  three  hundred  years. 
A  pike  was  known  to  have  lived  more  than  three  hundred  years. 

Can  you   mention   some   other  instances  of  longevity? 

The  elephant  is  thirty  years  in  attaining  his  full  growth  and 
lives  two  hundred.  The  rhinoceros  attains  his  growth  in  fifteen 
years  and  lives  from  eighty  to  ninety.  The  camel  attains  his 
full  stature  in  four  years  and  lives  to  from  forty  to  fifty.  The 
horse  is  also  four  years  in  growing  and  lives  to  thirty  -  some- 
times longer.  The  sheep  attains  his  full  growth  in  about  a  year 
and  lives  but  eight  or  ten.  The  hog  usually  ceases  to  grow  in 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  months  and  lives  about  as  many  years. 

Does  the  same  rule  apply  to  birds? 

Yes;  the  smaller  kinds  attain  their  full  growth  in  a  few 
months  and  usually  live  but  three  or  four  years. 

Do  large  animals  generally  live  longer  than  small  ones? 

They  do;  but  there  are  various  exceptions  to  this  rule.  For 
example,  the  raven  and  the  eagle  attain  their  full  size  in  a  short 
time,  but  they  live  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  years. 

Has  the  toad  been  known  to  live  a  long  time? 

Yes;  one  has  been  known  to  live  thirty-six  years;  and 
occasionally  living  toads  have  been  found  enclosed  in  compact 
masses  of  rock,  in  which  they  must  have  been  shut  up  for  centu- 
ries. 

Do  insects  generally  live  long? 

No;  they  are  generally  very  short-lived.  There  are  insects, 
called  ephemerous  (a  Greek  name,  meaning  "for  a  day"), 
whose  lives  begin  and  end  between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the 
sun. 

What  is  regarded  as  the  limit  of  man's  life? 

Seventy  years;  but  this  is  the  period  of  his  life  on  earth. 
Man's  mind,  or  spirit  -  his  soul  -  lives  forever. 

They,  then,  who  die  young,  even  infants,  will  continue  to 
exist  hereafter  as  long  as  they  who  count  their  hundred  years 
on  earth? 

Yes;  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal;  and  although  this  high 
destiny,  decreed  for  him  by  his  Creator,  when  he  made  him  "a 
little  lower  than  the  angels,  and  crowned  him  with  glory,"  had 
long  been  the  dream  of  many,  and  the  hope  of  some,  yet  was  it 
"fully  brought  to  light"  only  in  the  Gospel,  as  part  of  "the  glad 
tidings"  announced  from  Heaven  by  the  descended  Son  of  God. 


1965 

DO  most  people  live  to  be  old  today? 

YES:  Death  in  child  birth  is  very  minor  today.  Modern 
medicine  and  medical  knowledge  have  found  cures  for  many 
of  the  former  killers  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  most  adults 
to  live  to  65  and  beyond. 

HAS  there  been  a  change  in  the  life  span  of  animals  since  1865? 
VERY  LITTLE. 


Congratulations  to  North  Tonawanda 


TESCO 


TONAWANDA  ELECTRIC  STEEL  CASTING  CORP. 


30  ISLAND  STREET  .  NORTH  TONAWANDA,  NEW  YORK 


Congratulations  to  North  Tonawanda 


Telephone  692-1200 


n 


101  East  Avenue     North  Tonawanda,  New  York  14121 
Area  Code  7l6     TWX  5501540 


PIVOT    PTJlSrOH  CORPORATION 


WuRLlIZER 

Has  Been  a  Part  of 
North  Tonawanda 
For  Over  60  Years 


Wurlitzer  has  contributed  in  a  great  many 
ways  to  the  life  of  this  community  for  more 
than  half  of  its  history.  Over  those  years  this 
Company  has  given  employment  to  thousands 
of  North  Tonawandans.  In  turn,  their  skills  in 
producing  Wurlitzer  Organs  and  Automatic 
Phonographs  have  contributed  much  to  the 
musical  entertainment  of  this  nation. 

Wurlitzer  salutes  North  Tonawanda  on  its 
100th  Birthday  and  plans  to  be  a  part  of  this 
community's  progress  for  a  long  time  to 
come. 


THE  WURLITZER  COMPANY  .  109  Years  of  Musical  Experience 

NORTH  TONAWANDA 
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OUR  CONGRESSMAN 


WEBSTER  STREET 

SERVING  THE  TONAWANDAS 


Improving  the  Outlook  of  the  Twin  Cities 
19  Kohler  Street  -  693-9688 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

1904 

SCHMBU'S 

Tonawandas'  Pioneer  Clothiers 
Quality  =  Value  -  Friendship  for  Over  60  Years 

38  -  40  Webster  Street 

1965 

ISM  TELEVISION  COMPANY 

Life-Time  Service  on  New  TV's 
72  -  74  Webster  Street  .  .  .  692-5928 

FRED  W.  FICK  &  SON 

•  SHOES  FOR  THE  FAMILY  • 
•  SHOES  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  • 

30  Webster  Street  -  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
692-1633 

Wilder  Hardware,  Inc. 

Plumbing  and  Heating  Contractors  for  45  Years 
44  -  46  Webster  Street  693-1920 
Sporting  Goods  -  Electrical  Supplies 

Riviera  Theatre 

Now  Under  Dipson  Management  Corp. 

♦  Showing  Finest  in  Motion  Pictures  ♦ 
Since  1927 

67  Webster  Street  -  6  92-2113 

|q|  i  T 1 1 1 1 ; 
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MERCHANTS  ASSOC. 


FOR  OVER  300  YEARS 


Witkop  and  Holmes 

Where  You  Can   Buy  With  Confidence 

64  Webster  Street  =  692-0  921 


SAFFER'S  JEWELERS 

Diamonds    Watches  =  Giftware 
Rings  Sized  While  U  Wait 

70  Webster  Street  .  .  .  69  3=6078 


NORTON'S 

Auto  and  Home  Supplies 
Goodyear  Tires  and  Supplies 
Marine  Supplies 

82  Webster  Street  TV's  Nx  2,0444 


BOATS 


lACCESSORIESj: 


SALES -SERVICE 


Twin  City  Style  Shop 

2  Floors  of  Fashion 
Distinctive  Ladies'  Apparel 

18  Webster  Street  .  692-4240 


'••s*,.-x  # 


ft 


Schwartz's  Mens'  Wear 

Over  60  Years  Serving  the  Twin  Cities 
in  One  Location 
by  the  Third  Generation  of  Schwartz's 


80  Webster  Street 


695»2284 


WALKER  BROS.  &  MONROE 


35  Years  in  the  Tonawandas 
Watchmakers  Since  1910 

84  Webster  Street  .  .  .  693-0527 


Serving  the  Tonawandas  Since  1928 

90  -  92  Webster  Street  .  .  .  692-4250 


Auto  Parts 

NEW  -  USED  -  REBUILT 


77 


COMPLIMENTS  of 

Mortar  and  Portland  Cement 
• 

Budwey's 

sunns 

■MR  VWW 

®) 

Sand,  Gravel  and  Stone 

MEADOW  DRIVE 

$ 

MORNINGSTAR 
LINTON  GONGRETE  PRODUCTS,  ING. 

• 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  OUR  CITY  OF 

NORTH  TONAWANDA,  N.Y. 

ON  OUR  100th  BIRTHDAY 

49er's  LITTLE  LOOP 
FOOTBALL 

*  TYRO  CONFERENCE  = 
New  Players  Welcome  =  Ages  8  thru  13 
Two  Weight  Divisions 
75  lb.  =  100  1b.  &  100  lb.  -  120  lb. 

THE  MEN  YOU  HIRE  TOMORROW  -  ARE 
THE  KIDS  YOU  HELP  TODAY 

CONCRETE  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT  BLOCKS 

CONTRIBUTIONS  WELCOME  -  NX  2=9213 
Supervised  Training~Insured~Best  Equipment  j 

• 

COMPLIMENTS 

528  YOUNG  STREET 

693-7600     K    n   QtJPPI  Y   frtPP  693-7600 

PHONE  693-4020 

Huusehold      V  :J^T^\  >    Supplies  ^^^^ 

TON  A  WAND  A,  N.  Y.  14152 

653  ERIE  AVE.    NO.  TONAWANDA,  N.  Y. 

MGR.  JACK  PRITCHARD 
for  over  10  years 
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NORTH  TONA WANDA'S 
FINEST 

NORTH  TONAWANDA 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


'"P  HE  present  squad  consists  of  39  patrolmen,  4  platoons,  4 
A  captains,  7  lieutenants  and  1  chief.  They  have  8  police 
cars,  1  special  equipped  for  Prince  Bruno,  the  K-9  dog,  2  motor 
cycles,  1  safety  patrol  station  wagon  and  1  car  for  auxiliary 
police,  7  harbor  patrol  boats,  all  are  equipped  with  3-way 
communication.  The  police  station  is  located  in  the  city  hall 
building  on  Payne  Avenue  where  it  has  its  offices,  the  city  jail 
with  5  cells,  1  ladies  detention  room  and  the  garages.  They  have 
14  crossing  guards,  64  auxiliary  police  officers,  2  police 
matrons  and  a  Juvenile  Aid  officer  and  4  detectives.  Six 
members  of  the  force  are  graduates  of  the  Advanced  Police 
training  Course  at  Erie  County  Tech. 

Patrick  Grimaldi  has  been  Chief  since  1951  succeeding 
Norris  Gillespie,  who  was  Chief  from  1946  to  1951.  Fred  Hoefert 
was  Chief  May  6,  1927  till  January  I,  1946.  Captains  are  J. 
Kalota,  R.  Butler,  W.  Westphal  and  J.  Dolan.  Police  Sten- 
ographer is  Mrs.  Helen  Robillard. 


ammmmmmWM 


Si"®* 


FIRST  ROW  (Left  to  Right):  Lt.  Charles  Clark,  Capt.  Dolan,  Lt.  Rybacki,  Lt.  Buchalski,  Capt.  Kalota, 
Capt.  Westphal,  Capt.  Butler,  Lt.  Malone,  Lt.  Foels,  Lt.  Rynkowski,  Lt.  Belbas. 

SECOND  ROW:    Patrolmen    Behrns,    Rizzo,    Rotalo,   Babcock,  DeMart,  DiBernardo,  Tortorella,  Malone 
iS™R0W:  Patrolmen  Schebell,     Scrivo,  Graves,  Tokarczyk,  Guido,  Rynkowski,  Gelose,  Yates,  Rossi 
FOURTH  ROW:  Patrolmen  Piskor,  Guido,  Stulba,  Wurl,  LaFreniere 
MISSING:  Patrolmen  Nowark,  Mariotti,  Clark,  DeMonte,  Watters 
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Metal  Cladding,  Inc. 

4  70  Niagara  Parkway 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-6205 

Tonawanda 
Washing  Machine 
Service,  Inc. 

325  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-4650 

Marjorie  Blakely 
Dance  Studio 

Main  &  Goundry  Streets 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
692-9667 

DiMatteo  Bros. 

601  Erie  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-5032 

Junction  Restaurant 

"Home-Cooked  Meals" 

452  Payne  Avenue 
by  the  Railroad  Tracks 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

Fretthold  Funeral  Home 

1241  Oliver  Street  i 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-2610 

Schreck's 
Iron  &  Metal  Corp. 

jo  icnenck  btreet 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
J+X  3-6322 

Payne  Avenue 
Hardware 

978  Payne  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-1810 

Topolski's  Restaurant 

747  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
692-9865 

Cady 

Metal  Fabricating,  Inc. 

ill     ii/  ■  .              rv  i 

1  1  1   Witmer  Road 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-4145 

"For  Your  Plumbing  Needs,  Call" 

Ed  Rusin 
Plumbing  Hqts. 

64-14th  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-7802 

White  House  Restaurant 

399  Division  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-9728 

Oven  &  Churn 
Bake  Shoppe 

Corner  Ward  Koad  &  Payne  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Yt 
NX  4-1080 

Helwig's 
Rexall  Pharmacy 

304  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawandd,  N.  Y. 
NJK  4-1122 

Tompkins 
Gas  Heating  Service 

1090  Oliver  Strpf»t 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-6145 

DePaolo's  Clover  Club 
Restaurant 

367  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-9805 

Wurlitzer  Pharmacy 

1381  Nash  Road 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  4-0022 

Marty  Yates 
Automotive  Repair 

909  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-7832 

Stachowski  Pharmacy 

615  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
693-1  870 

Walter's  Dry  Cleaning 

1-Hour  Martinizing  -  Alterations 
The  Most  in  Dry  Cleaning 
86  Main  5t.                      00  Webster  St. 
694-0442 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

Crystal  Bar  Restaurant 

989  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-9866 

Miller's  Pharmacy 

460  Oliver  Street 
1                   North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

NX  2-2323 

Mar-Len  Services 

91  Tremont  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-8100 

Hock  Flower  Shop 

184  Zimmerman  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-5426 
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Chief  of  Police,  Sergeants  Special  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Department 
Front  Row,  left  to  right :  Patrolman  Norris  Gillespie,  Special  Officer  R.  D.  Bush,  Patrolman  Arthur  Beilein, 
Sergeant  A.  D.  Smith,  Chief  Frank  X.  Kinzly,  Desk  Sergeants  Joseph  Seguin,  Herman  Heintz,  T.  J.  Sullivan. 
Second  Row :  Patrolmen  Milton  Pollard,  Walter  Moeller,  Ervin  G.  Runge,  Alfred  Henneberger, 

Fred  J.  Roehm,  Andrew  Lubs  and  Special  Officer  Frank  Rhoney. 
Top  Row:  Special  Officer  Fred  Hoefert,  Patrolmen  George  Wilke,  John  Burns,  Thomas  Shine, 
Fred  Sprenger,  James  Leslie  and  Edward  Kasbaum. 


Auto  Patrol  and  Staff  Car  of  the  Department. 
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IN  1925,  the  newly-merged  RanKar- 
dex  Company  purchased  Herschell- 
Spillman  Company's  manufacturing  plant  on 
Sweeney  Street  in  North  Tonawanda. 


A  N  aerial  photograph  in  the  early 
-^forties  shows  the  Erie  Canal  location 
of  the  Sweeney  Street  plant. 


Remington  looks  at  this  city  with  special  affection  -  for  it  was  here 
that  it  all  began! 


It  was  in  North  Tonawanda  -  75  years  ago  -  that  J.  H.  Rand,  Sr.  in- 
vented the  world's  first  visible  ledger. 

It  was  here  that  this  native-born  son  of  North  Tonawanda  pioneer 
residents  invented  the  world's  first  visible  record. 

It  was  in  this  city  -  in  1898  -  that  we  first  manufactured  and  market- 
ed these  forerunners  of  the  visible  equipment,  supply  and  systems  which 
were  to  revolutionize  the  record-keeping  methods  of  modern  business. 

It  is  in  North  Tonawanda  -  in  1965  -  that  we  proudly  continue  our 
75-year  heritage. 

For  Remington  has  grown  as  North  Tonawanda  has  grown.  We  have 
expanded  our  Twin  Cities'  manufacturing  plants  in  recent  years  until  we 
now  employ  nearly  1,000  area  residents. 
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IN  THE  SIXTIES 


THE  North  Tonawanda  manufacturing 
plant  currently  is  the  company's 
major  facility  for  the  printing  of  KARDEX  and 
Records  Retrieval  Systems  form. 


J  J 


itury  of  Progress 


Our  Sweeney  Street  plant,  in  North  Tonawanda,  is  Remington's 
major  printing  facility.  It  is  here  that  we  produce  the  many  diverse 
printing  records  and  forms  necessary  for  every  Remington  Records 
Retrieval  system. 

Our  Main  Street  plant,  in  neighboring  Tonawanda,  continues  to  pro- 
duce the  steel  filing  equipment  necessary  to  house  every  Remington 
Records  Retrieval  system.  It  is  here  that  we  produce  our  entire  line  of 
automated  Records  Retrieval  equipment. 

So  it's  in  North  Tonawanda,  today,  that  we  salute  the  city  where  we 
were  born  and  where  we  have  grown  for  3-quarters  of  its  "Century  of 
Progress". 


REMINGTON  OFFICE  SYSTEMS  DIVISION.  SPERRY  RAND  CORPORATION 
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Midcity  Bakery 

Specializing  in,Birthday 
and  Wedding  Cakes 

Midcity  Plaza 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  4-4333 


Cs  izmar  Restaurant 


147  Wheatfield  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-2491 


Clancey's 
Stationery  &  Office 
Equipment  Co. 

Midcity  Plaza,  1029  Payne  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-7711 


Cleland  Nursery 

7506  Shawnee  Road 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-5974 


Louis  M.  Anastasi 
Painting  &  Decorating 

459  Division  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y, 
693-321  7 


Berry  Electric  Co. 

365  Payne  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-2762 


Bern's  Children  Shop 

22-24  Main  Street 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-2128 


Fischer's  Pharmacy 

3  01  Payne  Avenue 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-3331 


Al's  Custom  Collision 

191  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
694-4070 


Burger  Basket 

363  Sweeney  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-7777 


LaNova's 
Pizzeria  &  Restaurant 

43  South  Niagara  Street 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-9500 


Irving  Trading  Co.,  Inc. 

493  Wheatfield  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-6115 


Tonawanda 
Coach  Lines  Inc. 

493M>  Wheatfield  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-6573 

Manth 
Products  &  Tool  Corp. 
Treyco  Products 

Schenck  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
694-3555 


The  Wulf  Bottling  Works 

505  Fillmore  Avenue 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  2-3900 


Reeves  Photo  Studio 

1  151  Oliver  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-5994 


Thruway  Fasteners,  Inc. 

2910  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  4-1434 


Lawson  Oliver  Co.,  Inc. 

"Tents  &  Canvas  Products" 
85  Marion  Street 
North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 
NX  3-4606 


Our  thanks 
to  the 
Advertisers 
for  making 
this 

Magazine 
Possible! 
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NORTH  TONAWANDA  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


TP  HE  North  Tonawanda  Fire  Department  is  known  as  one  of 
A  the  best  paid  and  combination  paid  and  volunteer  depart- 
ments in  the  nation,  thus  saving  its  citizens  a  considerable 
amount  in  taxes. 

The  Alert  Hose  Company  was  formed  March  3,  1883,  and 
was  located  near  the  old  labor  hall  on  Tremont  Street.  The 
Hydrant  Hose   Company  was  located  near  the  Elks  Club. 

In  1897,  Louis  J.  Wattengel  was  Fire  Chief  and  the  following 
companies  were  in  existence: 

Columbia  Hook  and  Ladder 
Rescue  Fire  Company 
Active  Hose  Company 
Live  Hose  Company 
Gratwick  Hose  Company 
Sweeney  Hose  Company 

Fred  Knight,  who  later  became  Chief,  was  in  the  department 
from  1913  to  1950.  The  present  Fire  Chief  is  Leonard  Dreier. 
He  has  the  following  Assistant  Chiefs:  Clarence  Globe,  Don 
Matthies  and  DeMart;  three  Captains:  Shaffer,  Sparks  and  Mack. 

The  Department  consists  of  12  pieces  of  rolling  equipment, 
46  paid  firemen  and  drivers  and  1,050  trained  volunteer  fire- 
men. The  department  consists  of  six  companies. 


First  Fire  Truck  -  1917  - 

FRED  KNIGHT  -  Driver  .  . 
CHARLES  DOEBLER,  Chief 
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NORTH  TONAWANDA  HAS  CONTRIBUTED 
TO  OUR  RAPID  GROWTH.  .  . 

GOD  BLESS  HER  AND 
I  MAY  SHE  LIVE  FOREVER. 


We  are  as  proud  as  you  know  what,  to  be  chosen 
as  the  designer  and  printer  of  this  magazine. 


Established  1953 
Serving  the  Tonawandas  for  over  12  Years 


86 


87 


ADVERTISING  DIRECTORY 


A  -  B  -  C 


A.llen  Mack  Pharmacy  68 

Al's  Custom  Collision  84 

American  Legion  Post//264   16 

Anastasi  Painting  84 

Aquarium  52 

Bee  line  Fashions  50 

Bells  1GA  78 

Benman  Co  70 

Bern's  Children  Shop  84 

Berry  Electric  Co  84 

Blakely  Dance  Studio  80 

Blue  Dolphin  Marina  70 

Brace-Mueller-Huntley  38 

Brunner  Funeral  Home  26 

Burger  Basket    84 

Cady  Metal  Fabricating,  Inc  80 

Century  Parts,  Inc  77 

Charles  Chips  10 

Chevrolet  34 

City  of  Niagara  Falls  8 

Clancey's  Stationery  84 

Cleland  Nursery  84 

Colonial  Ford  72 

Columbus  McKinnon  Corp  6 

Cramer  Industrial  Suppies,  Inc  54 

Creo-Dipt  Co.,  Inc  70 

Crown  Agency,   Inc  18 

Crystal  Restaurant  80 

Csizmar  Restaurant  .  .  „  .  ,  84 

D  -  E  -  F 

D  &  J  Press  Co.,  Inc  24 

Delton  Buick   28 

DePaolo's  Clover  Club  80 

DiMatteo  Bros  80 

Division  Super  Market   68 

Dunn  Realtor  38 

Durez  Plastics  44 

Enos  &  Sanderson  Co  32 

Exolon  Company  70 

Fred  W.  Fick  &Son  76 

Fischer's  Pharmacy  84 

Foels  Bros.  Dist.  Co  28 

49'ers  Little  Loop  Football  78 

Frank's  Liquors  76 

Fretthold  Funeral  Home  80 

G  -  H  -  I 

Gerber  Auto  Parts  .   68 

G.  V.  Goerss  Dairy  70 

W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.....  26 

W.  T.  Grant  Co  28 

Harvest  Super  Duper  10 

Helwig's  Pharmacy  80 

Hock  Flower  Shop  80 

Thomas  J.  Hoffman,  Inc   10 

Hooker  Chemical   45 

Industrial  Motor  Service  38 

International  Paper  Co  62 

Irving  Trading  Co  84 

J-K-L  £ 

J.  T.  Mens'  Shop  62 

Jenss  „  ...30 

Jesella's  Liquor  Store  62 

R.  T.  Jones  Lumber  Co  18 

Junction  Restaurant  80 

K-D  Supply  Corp  78 

Keyser  Bros  72 

L  &  M  Television  76 

LaNova's  Pizzeria  84 

Lawless  Bros  22 

Lawlor  Service  Station  .34 

Lawson  Oliver  Co  84 

Leiphart  Chevrolet,  Inc  72 

Matt  Lester  Real  Estate  38 

Linde  Television,  Inc  62 

Loblaw  Star  12 

Lynch  Park  Trailer  Court  36 


M  -  N  -  () 


Manhattan  Printing  &  Publishing  I  louse  86 

Manth  Products  84 

Manufacturers  &  Traders  Trust  Co  20 

Marine  Trust  Co  52 

Mar-Len  Services  80 

McDonald's  Hamburgers  64 

Melody  Fair  12 

Metal  Cladding,  Inc  80 

Midcity  Bakery  84 

Miller's  Pharmacy  80 

Morningstar  Linton  Concrete  78 

G.  C.  Murphy  Co  Inside  Back  Cover 

National  Grinding  Wheel  Co  66 

Newell  Realtor  50 

Niagara  County  Savings  Bank  32 

Niagara  Frontier  Amvets  &  Auxiliary,  Post  26  68 

Niagara  Savings  &  Loan  Association  4 

Norton's  Auto  &  Home  Supplies...,.  77 

Oven  &  Churn  Bake  Shoppe  80 

P  -  Q  -  R 

Payne  Avenue  Hardware  80 

Payne  Avenue  Shoes  62 

Pearce  &  Pearce  28 

Pepsi  Cola  Niagara  Bottling  Corp  14 

Pivot  Punch  Corp  74 

Reeves  Studio  84 

Remington  Rand  82  and  83 

Riley  Gear  Corp  60 

Riverside  Chemical  64 

Riviera  Theatre  76 

Roblin  Steel  Corp  36 

Rusin  Plumbing  Hqts  „  80 

S  -  T  -  U 

Saffer's  Jewelers  77 

St.  Mary's  Manufacturing  50 

Schnell's  76 

Schreck's  Iron  &  Metal  Corp  80 

Schwartz's  Mens'  Wear  77 

Sinclair  Motors  38 

Spaulding  Fibre  Co  64 

Stachowski  Pharmacy  80 

TESCO  74 

Thiele's  Dairy  18 

Thruway  Fasteners  84 

Tompkins  Gas  Heating  Service  80 

Tonawanda  Coach  Lines  84 

Tonawanda  Iron  Inside  Front  Cover 

Tonawanda  News  8 

Tonawanda  Washing  Machine  Service  80 

Tondisco  Back  Cover 

Topolski's  Restaurant  80 

Tops  Market  58 

Twin  City  Cleaners  &  Dyers  68 

Twin  City  Style  Shop  77 

Twin  City  Window  Cleaning  76 

Joe  Urbanik  12 


V-W-X-Y-Z 

VFW  &  Auxiliary  Post  32 18  68 

W  G  R-TV  28 

W  J  J  L-Radio  32 

W  K  B  W-TV  26 

Wagenschuetz  Hardware  26 

Walker  Bros.  &  Monroe  77 

Walter's  Dry  Cleaning  80 

Wattengel  Funeral  Home  26 

White  House  Restaurant  .80 

Wilder  Hardware,  Inc  76 

Witkop  &  Holmes  77 

Wulf  Bottling  Works  84 

Wurlitzer  Company  74 

Wurlitzer  Pharmacy  80 

Yates  Auto  Repair  80 


88 


Growing 
With  The  Tonawandas 
1933  -  1965 


80  Thompson  St 


N.  Tonawanda 


